
 

 

 

Zurich proposes Christoph Franz for election to the Board of 

Directors 

 
 

News Release 
 

Zurich, March 6, 2014 – Zurich Insurance Group (Zurich) announced today that the 

Board of Directors will propose to the Annual General Meeting on April 2, 2014, the 

election of Christoph Franz (born 1960, German citizen) to the Board of Directors for 

a term of office of one year.  

Tom de Swaan, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Zurich, commented: “We are  

delighted that Christoph Franz accepted our nomination. With his wide-ranging 

experience in leading a global company, his very strong network in the Swiss and 

international business communities and his broad and diverse expertise, I am convinced 

that Christoph will bring a highly valuable contribution to our Board.” 

As already announced last year, Rolf Watter and Victor L.L. Chu will not stand for re-

election at this year’s Annual General Meeting.  

 

Tom de Swaan said: “On behalf of the Board and all shareholders, I would like to thank 

Rolf and Victor for their many years of outstanding service and commitment to 

Zurich.” 

 

Subject to the re-election and election of the members of the Board by the shareholders, 

the Board of Directors of Zurich will consist of the following members:  

• Tom de Swaan, Chairman  

• Fred Kindle, Vice-Chairman  

• Susan Bies  

• Dame Alison Carnwath 

• Rafael del Pino  

• Thomas K. Escher   

• Christoph Franz  

http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/managementandgovernance/tomdeswaan.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/managementandgovernance/fredkindle.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/managementandgovernance/susanbies.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/managementandgovernance/alisoncarnwath.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/managementandgovernance/rafaeldelpino.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/managementandgovernance/thomaskescher.htm
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• Monica Mächler   

• Don Nicolaisen  
 

The invitation to the AGM along with the Annual Report 2013 will be published on 

www.zurich.com on March 7, 2014.  

 

Biographical information about Christoph Franz 
 
Christoph Franz is currently chairman of the executive board and CEO of Deutsche 

Lufthansa AG. He was also elected chairman of the board of Roche on March 4, 2014.  

Mr. Franz started his professional career in 1990 at Lufthansa AG. From 1994 until 

2004 he held different executive functions at Deutsche Bahn AG, among others as 

member of the executive board and CEO of the passenger transport division. In 2004 

he became CEO of Swiss International Air Lines AG, and in 2009 was promoted to the 

role of deputy of the executive board chairman and CEO Passenger Airlines as well as a 

member of the executive board of Deutsche Lufthansa AG. In 2011, Mr. Franz became 

chairman of the executive board and CEO of Deutsche Lufthansa AG. He will hold 

these roles until the end of May 2014. 

Mr. Franz studied industrial engineering at the Technical University Darmstadt 

(Germany) and completed his studies with a PhD in economic sciences  (Dr. rer. pol.) 

at the same university. He also studied at the Ecole Centrale de Lyon and the Ecole 

Supérieure de Commerce de Lyon (France) and did a post-doctorate research stint at 

the University of California, Berkeley.  

 

Further information 

To get instant access to Zurich’s news releases, calendar and other corporate publications on 

your iPad, iPhone or Android phone please go to your App Store and get the free Zurich 

Investors and Media App.  

 

http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/managementandgovernance/monicamaechler.htm
http://www.zurich.com/aboutus/managementandgovernance/donnicolaisen.htm
http://www.zurich.com/
http://www.zurich.com/services/investor-media-app.htm
http://www.zurich.com/services/investor-media-app.htm


Page 3 

For broadcast-standard and streaming-quality video and/or high resolution pictures 

supporting this news release, please visit our Multimedia Pressroom.  

 

Zurich Insurance Group (Zurich) is a leading multi-line insurer that serves its customers in 

global and local markets. With more than 55,000 employees, it provides a wide range of general 

insurance and life insurance products and services. Zurich’s customers include individuals, small 

businesses, and mid-sized and large companies, including multinational corporations, in more 

than 170 countries. The Group is headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, where it was founded 

in 1872. The holding company, Zurich Insurance Group Ltd (ZURN), is listed on the SIX 

Swiss Exchange and has a level I American Depositary Receipt (ZURVY) program, which is 

traded over-the-counter on OTCQX. Further information about Zurich is available at 

www.zurich.com. 

 

Contact 

Zurich Insurance Group Ltd 

Mythenquai 2, 8022 Zurich, Switzerland 

www.zurich.com  

SIX Swiss Exchange/SMI: ZURN, Valor: 001107539 

 

Media Relations 

phone +41 (0)44 625 21 00, fax +41 (0)44 625 26 41  

twitter @Zurich 

media@zurich.com 

 

Investor Relations 

phone +41 (0)44 625 22 99, fax +41 (0)44 625 36 18 

investor.relations@zurich.com 
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