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Press information 
Volvo’s electric hybrid as reliable as a diesel truck
Since the launch of the Volvo FE Hybrid about 50 trucks have been delivered to customers throughout Europe. Their responses are highly positive. The truck is both economical and reliable. 
Christina Eriksson, business manager for alternative drivelines, has encountered nothing but enthusiasm on her visits to customers. 
“It’s been amazing! Our hybrid technology has performed exactly as we hoped, as regards both carbon dioxide emission reductions and reliability. Prior to the launch we trained two hybrid technology experts so they’d be prepared to quickly get to any customers experiencing problems with their new trucks. But the fact is they have had very little to do. They’ve spent most of their time training drivers and mechanics.”
About half the Volvo hybrid trucks sold are used in distribution operations and half in refuse duties. It is within these two areas that the technology offers the greatest fuel savings, between 15 and 20 percent, depending on chassis and driving cycles. Some refuse truck operators with trucks featuring a rechargeable electrified garbage compactor have even been able to cut their fuel consumption by 30 percent. 
One of the customers, recycling company Roteb in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, purchased two Volvo FE Hybrids in order to meet both its own and the city’s environmental policies. The new trucks were thus an investment for the future. 
“Volvo’s hybrid trucks function exactly like our diesel-powered refuse trucks but consume about 30 percent less fuel and are far quieter than diesels. We would definitely consider buying additional hybrids if the price and the political decisions make it possible,” says Roteb sales director Rene Herlaar. 
For the drivers the purchase of hybrid refuse trucks has been a highly appreciated move, resulting above all in an improved working environment. 
“They’re reliable, offer really good visibility and great driveability. What’s more, they’re very quiet. We get a lot of compliments and thumbs-up from people out on our rounds, they really appreciate that such a large truck can be so quiet and clean,” says Ton van der Horst, one of Roteb’s refuse truck drivers. 
Hybrid technology is a long-term investment by Volvo and the upcoming challenge is to lower costs and increase sales volumes so that production can expand and become more cost-effective.  
“Today the cost of hybrid technology is forcing the price so high that it is difficult for the customer to achieve economic gain in the short term. Having said that, it definitely promotes goodwill. If a company buys a hybrid truck, it shows that the environment is a high priority and they can reap many advantages from that. But in the perspective of a couple of years or so, our aim is to reach a more commercially viable level on costs so that the customer can achieve good profitability right from the start,” says Christina Eriksson.

Volvo Trucks’ Environmental Director Lars Mårtensson points out that the EU’s forthcoming legislation, encompassing the ability to measure and compare the fuel consumption and CO2 emissions of heavy trucks too, will boost hybrids.
“That will massively increase interest in really economical trucks. Today electric hybrids are definitely the best and most reliable alternative,” he says.
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Facts Volvo FE Hybrid
· Powered by a 7-litre diesel engine producing either 300 or 340 horsepower and 1160 or 1300 Nm of torque respectively, and linked to a 120 kilowatt electric motor.
· The electric motor receives its power from the latest generation of lithium-ion batteries.
· The truck is intended for applications up to 26 tonnes. 
· It is available in all the Nordic countries as well as in Britain, France, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Germany, Austria and the Benelux countries. It will be released on additional markets as more Volvo’s service personnel complete their training. 

For further information, please contact: 
Marie Vassiliadis, Volvo Trucks media relations, phone +46 31 322 41 27, e-mail marie.vassiliadis@volvo.com 



Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video about the Volvo Group’s various production plants and products. You can download graphic images in the form of MPEG2 files or order them on Beta SP tape. Registration and video are free to the media.
Images are available in the Volvo Trucks image bank http://images.volvotrucks.com. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and demanding customers, offering a full range of medium to heavy duty trucks. Customer support is secured via a global network of 2,300 dealers and workshops in more than 140 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 16 countries across the globe. In 2012 more than 105,000 Volvo trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, and drive systems for marine and industrial applications. The Group also provides solutions for financing and service. Volvo’s work is based on the core values quality, safety and environmental care.
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