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Press information 

THE NEW VOLVO FH SERIES: THE CAB

Larger, stronger, more comfortable: 
new cab raises the standard of the Volvo FH 

A more ergonomic workplace, greater comfort and another 300 litres of storage space. These are some of the new features of the cab in the new Volvo FH series. 
The goal was to create a cab that meets the truck driver’s need for both efficient work and effective relaxation. 

By making the A-pillars more upright, the Volvo FH cab has become more spacious than before. 
“This gives the cab straighter lines on the outside but the sloping line of the cab roof compensates for this change. As a result the Volvo FH keeps its distinctive cab appearance,” says Rikard Orell, design manager at Volvo Trucks.
The Volvo FH looks as if it is on the move even when parked. This impression is created by the lines and shapes of the cab panels. One example is the upper edge of the wheel housing, which is angled forward and downward. The distinctive cut of the headlamp covers also adds to this impression. 
Despite its bigger cab, the new Volvo FH still has the same excellent aerodynamic properties of its predecessor, not least thanks to the increased radius of the cab corners. 
One thing that clearly differentiates the new Volvo FH series is its rear-view mirrors. 
“We’ve removed the mirror housings to improve visibility. Now all you see is the slimline mirror arms with their adjustable mirrors,” says Rikard Orell.

Work and relaxation
Also on the inside the cab has changed a whole lot. 
“We’ve improved everything inside the cab. Drivers spend an average of five days a week in their cabs nowadays. So it has to be an optimal workplace as well as a welcoming place for relaxation and leisure time for any driver, irrespective of build – short or tall, slim or broad,” says Ulf Andreasson, product manager for cab development at Volvo Trucks. 


The driver’s seat offers improved lumbar and side support and can slide a further four centimetres back. Thanks to the new steering wheel adjustment system, the steering wheel can be angled a further 20 degrees compared to the previous version. This makes it even easier for the driver to find an ergonomic and relaxed driving position. 
A well-rested driver also needs a comfortable bed. Volvo has therefore widened the bed to 815 mm and has introduced new mattresses. See the film about the new cab on www.youtube.com/volvotrucks 
Essential instruments in the middle

Many of the functions in the new truck can be operated via buttons in the steering wheel – including the phone and navigator. The buttons in the instrument panel have been positioned in order of priority, but they can also be easily relocated by the driver or the haulier. 
“Our new instrument cluster will raise the industry standard. It groups all the essential dials in the middle, with less crucial instruments to the left and right. As a result, you normally don’t need to take your eyes off the road to see the most important gauges,” explains Rikard Orell. 

Large windows and uncluttered surfaces

The windows are larger than on the previous Volvo FH and they are designed to improve close-quarter visibility. The instrument panel is smooth and is in one piece all the way from one side of the cab to the other. Another detail that improves visibility is the rear-view mirrors. 
“The new mirrors increase direct visibility considerably, that is to say what you see to the front and sides when everything that can disrupt your field of vision is taken into consideration,” says Rikard Orell.

One cubic metre of extra space
The cab of the new Volvo FH series has grown by up to one cubic metre. This creates a more spacious and airier interior, at the same time as storage capacity has expanded by 300 litres. 
“A good truck cab is designed not only for work but also for relaxation and sleep. We see the cab as a businessman’s hotel. It should be possible to work efficiently inside the cab, while being assured of a good night’s sleep, so that you can tackle the new working day fresh and alert. Clean design and light colours enhance the feeling of space and help in this regard,” says Rikard Orell.

Integrated parking cooler

An integrated parking cooler gives the driver a pleasant in-cab temperature round the clock. 
“The cooler does not use any fuel at night. It provides a better flow of air in the cab and operates very quietly. What is more, it’s smart: it calculates how much it can be used without draining the batteries. That’s why we can safely guarantee that the truck will start in the morning,” explains Ulf Andreasson. 
Since the cooler, which is an option, is integrated in the cab it does not affect the truck’s aerodynamics or take up any space inside the cab.

Attracts the best drivers

The truck’s cab affects the driver’s wellbeing and thus also the haulier’s profitability. But it also fulfils additional functions. 
“Hauliers with trucks that are popular among drivers find it easier to attract the very best drivers. And we know that good drivers are one of the most important factors for the haulier’s profitability,” says Ulf Andreasson. 
The new Volvo FH series will be introduced onto the European market in spring 2013. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Lennart Pilskog, Volvo Trucks Global Brand, phone +46 70 3183422

e-mail: lennart.pilskog@volvo.com  
Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video about the Volvo Group’s various production plants and products. You can download graphic images in the form of MPEG2 files or order them on Beta SP tape. Registration and video are free to the media.

Images are available in the Volvo Trucks image bank http://images.volvotrucks.com
Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and demanding customers, offering a full range of medium to heavy duty trucks. Customer support is secured via a global network of 2,300 dealers and workshops in more than 140 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 16 countries across the globe. In 2011 more than 115,000 Volvo trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, drive systems for marine and industrial applications, aerospace components and services. The Group also provides solutions for financing and service. Volvo´s work is based on the core values quality, safety and environmental care.
Volvo Truck Corporation

Telephone

Web

SE-405 08 Göteborg

+46 31 66 60 00

www.volvotrucks.com

Sweden
Volvo Truck Corporation

Telephone

Web

SE-405 08 Göteborg

+46 31 66 60 00

www.volvotrucks.com

Sweden

