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Press information 

THE NEW VOLVO FH SERIES: THE ENVIRONMENT
Smart systems and services 
cut haulage firm fuel costs

New technology and an individually tailored service package can together save the haulage firm thousands of litres of fuel a year. The result is less environmental impact and greater profitability.

“Reducing fuel consumption is a prioritised area for Volvo Trucks. With the new Volvo FH we are taking yet another step towards our goal of being the world leader in sustainable transport solutions. It’s all about using new technology, new ideas and better services to make these savings possible,” says Lars Mårtensson, Environmental Director at Volvo Trucks.

Autopilot saves fuel on hills

One of the foremost new features for fuel saving in the new Volvo FH is I-See. This is an autopilot that operates the gears, accelerator and brakes on uphill and downhill gradients. 
I-See is linked to the intelligent I-Shift transmission, ‘recording’ the roads on which the truck is driven. This recorded data later allows I-See to optimise the truck’s fuel economy the next time the vehicle is driven on the same route. 
“Using a series of six steps, the system ensures that the truck is driven as economically as possible. For instance, the vehicle accelerates in time ahead of an uphill gradient and minimises the number of gearchanges,” says Anders Eriksson, head of I-See development.

Saves up to 5 percent fuel

All told I-See saves up to 5 percent fuel. You don’t need steep alpine roads for I-See to make a difference – the best effect is achieved on regular routes with recurring uphill and downhill gradients, preferably one after the other. 
“One thing that makes I-See unique is that it employs freewheeling as much as possible. This does wonders for fuel consumption. In an undulating landscape, I-See can propel the truck for long distances almost entirely without using the engine,” relates Anders Eriksson.
I-See uses tried-and-tested methods for economical driving. 
“I-See imitates and automates the driving techniques of the very best drivers in hilly terrain. It is a driving style that demands continuous close attention and requires a driver who is good at assessing the gradient of the road ahead. When I-See takes care of this, the driver benefits from more relaxed progress and is free to concentrate instead on other aspects of driving,” says Anders Eriksson. 
Together with the new I-Torque driveline, production of which gets under way in autumn 2013, the fuel saving is even greater. Up to 10 percent fuel savings for haulage firms that use I-See on a truck fitted with I-Torque. 

Small, economical new features

Despite the larger cab of the new Volvo FH, the designers have succeeded in carrying over the same excellent aerodynamic properties of the previous FH model. Several small functions, for instance the fact that the air compressor can be deactivated when not in use and a more efficient alternator make an active contribution to reduced fuel consumption. So too does a load-sensitive servo pump with its automatic switch-off function. 
All told these small changes save up to 1 percent in fuel consumption. 

Savings package for long-haul operations

Together with the new truck, Volvo Trucks is launching a fuel-saving package offer specially designed to suit the demands of long-haul operations. This package contains both a vehicle part that includes I-See and other hardware solutions, and a section that encompasses fuel-saving services. 
One of these is Fuel Advice, where the driver’s fuel consumption is followed up and the haulage firm and driver receive continual support to reduce fuel consumption. 
“The Fuel Advice programme gives a lasting fuel saving of up to 5 percent. This is a concrete service – you really do get to find out what is happening and how it affects fuel consumption. This in turn allows you to actively influence your fuel costs and improve your profitability,” says Jarkko Aine, communication and competence manager for Transport Solutions at Volvo Trucks.

Fuel Coach analyses and offers advice

Fuel Advice consists of three parts: Coaching, Toolbox and Support. 
“The haulage firm is allocated a personal coach who analyses the drivers’ driving style and formulates concrete measures to help the haulage firm reduce its fuel costs. Feedback from the coach takes the form of three different specific reports, from the entire company down to the individual driver,” explains Jarkko Aine.
The coach is also there to provide support if the haulage firm or a driver has specific questions. Furthermore, the haulage firm gets access to a “Toolbox” where the fuel optimisation process can be monitored.  

Training lays the foundation

The fuel package also includes driver training. 
“Our driver training gives the driver fresh new know-how about fuel-efficient driving techniques. The focus is on driving style, how to plan your progress on the road and the effects of offensive and defensive driving. No matter how experienced a driver is, there’s always room for improvement,” says Jarkko Aine. 
“The result is that the driver will be able to drive the same routes as before equally quickly, but with lower fuel consumption and less impact on the environment,” he continues.
Dynafleet Fuel & Environment is also included in the package. 

In spring 2013 production of the new Volvo FH will get under way for customers on the European market. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Marie Vassiliadis, Volvo Trucks Global Brand, phone +46 31 322 41 27, e-mail marie.vassiliadis@volvo.com 

Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video about the Volvo Group’s various production plants and products. You can download graphic images in the form of MPEG2 files or order them on Beta SP tape. Registration and video are free to the media.

Images are available in the Volvo Trucks image bank http://images.volvotrucks.com
Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and demanding customers, offering a full range of medium to heavy duty trucks. Customer support is secured via a global network of 2,300 dealers and workshops in more than 140 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 16 countries across the globe. In 2011 more than 115,000 Volvo trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, drive systems for marine and industrial applications, aerospace components and services. The Group also provides solutions for financing and service. Volvo´s work is based on the core values quality, safety and environmental care.
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