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Press information 

Volvo innovations with focus on drivers
The shortage of truck drivers is a growing problem throughout Europe. 7,000 new drivers are needed per year in Sweden alone – more than 6 percent of the whole national workforce. A study by the IRU (International Road transport Union) shows that the figure is as high as 15 percent in some countries. In response to this, Volvo is focusing on making truck driving a more attractive profession. A better cab environment, training and new safety technology are the major news when Volvo Trucks launches its new truck range. 
“By making the driver’s working environment as safe and comfortable as possible, we will help our customers attract more truck drivers. This is vital to the industry," explains Claes Nilsson, President Europe Division of Volvo Trucks. “With new, advanced technology, we also improve drivers’ possibilities of avoiding accidents, in turn increasing traffic safety for other road users.”
New cab interior for improved comfort and function 
The Volvo FH has been given a completely new, fresh interior with plenty of space and a driver’s seat with top-class ergonomics. New, smart storage compartments, new beds, a reclining, relaxing passenger seat and an advanced lighting system all contribute to higher comfort. The flagship Volvo FH16 will be given the same new features, along with many unique functional and design details that enhance its exclusivity.

“Drivers will be very comfortable in our new cab, both when driving and resting,” says Claes Nilsson. “We know from our customer surveys that resting comfort is vital. Even drivers who for the most part drive locally often stay in the truck during breaks. The new cab also offers increased comfort for co-drivers and visiting colleagues.”

Driver development and support 
Volvo has also developed an extensive training programme for truck drivers, including courses in fuel-efficient driving and safety. Besides offering benefits for both the environment and hauliers’ profitability, this training also supports drivers enabling them to make their work as safe and efficient as possible.
“Drivers are subjected to high demands and stressful situations," says Claes Nilsson. “More training and a functional and safer work environment contribute to increased safety for the transport industry as a whole.”

New support systems to prevent truck accidents
The human factor is involved in roughly 90 percent of all traffic accidents. Fatigue and distraction are common causes. Volvo Trucks has developed new advanced support systems to improve drivers’ control. As the first truck manufacturer in Europe, Volvo is now launching the Driver Alert Support system. This system alerts the driver if the vehicle moves sideways in an abnormal way. Lane Changing Support works like an “extra eye”, helping the driver detect vehicles in the blind spots on the passenger side. Cornering Lights are activated along with the vehicle's indicators, illuminating the road edge when driving round curves. Volvo Trucks is also the first truck manufacturer in Europe to introduce a rain sensor for trucks, which automatically regulates windscreen wipers.

To further reduce the risk of accidents, Volvo will launch a global innovation for stability systems. The ESP system, which helps the driver correct skids and reduces the risk of overturning and jack-knife accidents, are now also available for 6x2 trucks with trailers, thanks to a new advanced version of the system.
News in brief
Safety and security
•
Driver Alert Support alerts tired drivers – a first in Europe in trucks.
•
Lane Changing Support warns of vehicles in the blind spot on the passenger side.
•
Cornering Lights illuminate the road edge when turning.
•
Rain sensor automatically regulates windscreen wipers – a first in Europe in trucks.
•
ESP also available for 6x2 trucks with trailers - a world-first.
•
Security Service helps the driver to quickly get in contact with local police in an emergency situation.
•
Safety training for drivers.
Driver’s seat
•
Leather-upholstered steering wheel and armrests.
• 
Clear, overviewable instruments including an AdBlue gauge.
• 
Instrument panel designed for better storage beside the driver’s seat.
• 
New gear controls for I-Shift and Powertronic with better grip and new position for increased driving comfort.
Storage
• 
New upper storage compartments designed for increased ceiling height and space.
•
Sliding shutter doors for easy opening and closing. 
• 
Mesh pocket beside centre console. 
• 
Easy-access storage compartments including boxes under the bed, with significantly increased space and flexibility.
• 
More, larger storage areas around the bed.
Comfort
•
Powerful sound system with options for connecting USB, MP3, external audio source    


and option of integrating mobile phone via Bluetooth.
• 
Lower folding bed with wider centre section for increased comfort and flexibility.
•
Optional lower bed with adjustable reclining backrest for superior comfort.
• 
Wide selection of high-quality interior textiles.
• 
Passenger seat that swivels 90° and can incline 15°.
• 
Adjustable interior lighting for muted illumination effect and efficient working and reading lighting.
• 
Factory-prepared for installation of flat-screen TV.
Driveline
•
New 11-litre engine for Volvo FM tractor. 
•
I-Sync, a new automated transmission for the Volvo FL distribution truck.
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For further information, please contact: 

marie.vassiliadis@volvo.com

Marie Vassiliadis, tel +46 31 322 41 27, e-mail 
Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video from the Volvo Group. You can review and request video material, and choose to receive it as an MPEG2 file or on Beta SP tape. Registration and video are free to the media.

Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and business-driven customers. The company offers a full range of medium to heavy duty trucks, with a strong global network of 3,000 service points in more than 130 countries. In 2007 Volvo Trucks sold more than 100,000 trucks worldwide. Volvo Trucks is a part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, drive systems for marine and industrial applications, aerospace components and services. The Group also provides solutions for financing and service.
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