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UNLOCK THE SECRETS OF HONG KONG’S MOST INTRIGUING TREASURES WITH BESPOKE EXPERIENCES CURATED BY THE PENINSULA ACADEMY

Hailed as one of the world’s greatest hotels, The Peninsula Hong Kong has been delighting its guests for more than 85 years. But while The Peninsula’s peerless service, unparalleled comfort and meticulous attention to detail have been part of the experience since day one, the hotel has taken things up a notch or three with The Peninsula Academy, which was established in 1998 to mark the hotel’s 70th anniversary. The Peninsula Academy seeks to enrich the stays of its guests by offering them one-of-a-kind experiences that take them to the cultural heart of the city with the help of artisans and specialists in a variety of fields.

New to The Peninsula Academy for summer 2014 are “The Style Academy: An Inspirational Fashion Foundation” and “Caviar Connoisseurship: A Gourmet Class in Refining Tastes”, a pair of programmes that promise to enhance guests’ wardrobes and palates alike. At the heart of the hotel’s heritage are the qualities intrinsic to a refined life: gourmet connoisseurship and aesthetic sensibility. Experiencing these is one thing; however, learning to appreciate them under the tuition of an authority in the subject remains the preserve of a fortunate few. The new Peninsula Academy programmes enable guests to finesse the finer things in life in a fun environment with confidence and flair. 
For those looking to emulate the effortless flair and grace of fashion’s most fabulous, “The Style Academy: An Inspirational Fashion Foundation” is the ultimate primer for fledgling fashionistas. Raising the bar in the global fashion stakes, Hong Kong’s obsession with luxury has its roots at The Peninsula Hong Kong’s Arcade, which saw the very first international Chanel store outside Paris established at the hotel 35 years ago. Luxury brands including Louis Vuitton and Tiffany & Co. opened their very first Hong Kong and Asian branches at The Arcade. 
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Fast-forward to today and, spending a half-day session with one of Hong Kong’s leading fashion stylists, guests will receive the inside scoop on the season’s hottest trends, as well as priceless style tips to help them look their best on any occasion, all over light refreshments in one of the hotel’s plush suites. The style consultant will then accompany guests as they enjoy private viewings of local and international designer collections housed in The Peninsula's iconic Arcade, including access to limited-edition and one-of-a-kind pieces.
Running from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, “The Style Academy: An Inspirational Fashion Foundation” is priced at HK$ 11,888 + 10% per person (inclusive of an accompanying partner or child over 10 years of age) and can be booked by contacting Guest Relations on +852 2696 6535 or by e-mail at: guestrelationsphk@peninsula.com.

Devotees of sustainable luxury, meanwhile, can boost their gastronomic IQ with “Caviar Connoisseurship: A Gourmet Class in Refining Tastes”. This 90-minute class looks to expand guests’ appreciation of “black gold”, aiming to build on the hotel’s storied gastronomic heritage with an educational and informative look at our pick of the premium caviars today, determined by the hotel’s expert chefs. Guests will learn the lexicon of caviar appreciation, as well as the provenance and unique characteristics of the most sought-after sustainable varieties. Guests will also learn how best to enjoy this decadent delicacy, cultivating the acquired skill of subtly training the palate and sampling caviar with the world’s finest vodkas and Champagnes.

Priced at HK$ 5,888 + 10% per person, the “Caviar Connoisseurship” class can be booked via the Food & Beverage Office on +852 2696 6693 or by e-mail at diningphk@peninsula.com.   

Alluring as these new programmes are, they are far from the only offerings available from The Peninsula Academy, with the hotel’s most popular experiences available for guest enjoyment.
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Uniting Hong Kong’s most awe-inspiring sights and the hotel’s legendary classic flair, “Journeys of Peninsula” takes guests on an unforgettable odyssey to the territory’s outer reaches. Taking off in the hotel’s twin-engine helicopter, guests will enjoy a breath-taking flight over dramatic mountains and cerulean seascapes en route to the stunning beaches of Tai Long Wan in Sai Kung, followed by a speedboat transfer to a luxury motor-cruising yacht and a magical beach banquet overseen by The Peninsula’s ever-attentive staff. Finally, guests will cruise back to the Star Ferry Pier at Tsim Sha Tsui on the yacht, before a chauffeured Rolls-Royce picks them up to drive back to The Peninsula.

Running from 12:00 noon to 6:00 pm, “Journeys of Peninsula” is priced at HK$ 46,000 + 10% per person, for a minimum of two guests (up to a maximum of five guests).

Guests wishing to learn more about the city’s cultural heritage can do precisely that with “Hong Kong’s Traditions Well Served”. Hosted by local artisans who are masters of art forms such as bamboo and flower displays, shadow puppetry, qipao-button crafting and lion dancing, the classes give guests a fascinating insight into Hong Kong’s disappearing crafts. Available in full- or half-day programmes, the interactive workshops are priced from HK$ 15,500 + 10% to HK$ 33,000 + 10% for four guests.

To better understand the city’s burgeoning art scene, “Art Dialogue with Hong Kong” takes guests on a chauffeured MINI Clubman tour of local artists’ studios, where, under the guidance of an art expert, they will discover the themes and traditions that characterise 21st-century Hong Kong art. Inclusive of lunch, this programme is priced at HK$ 14,000 + 10 % for one or two guests.

“The UNESCO Geopark Tour” is ideal for those with a passion for geology and conservation, taking guests on a 45-minute helicopter tour to the High Island Reservoir to witness first-hand Hong Kong’s most spectacular rock formations, passing some of the territory’s most picturesque locations on the way. Priced at HK$18,000 + 10% per person, the tour includes lunch in The Peninsula’s historic lobby before or after the flight.
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For many, the way to Hong Kong’s heart is through its stomach, and more specifically through its best-known delicacy, dim sum. In “A Gastronome’s Joy: The Dim-Sum-Making Journey”, guests will learn how to make authentic dim sum from Chef Henry Fong of The Peninsula’s famed Cantonese restaurant, Spring Moon, while a professional photographer documents the experience. Priced at HK$ 2,000 + 10%, this programme requires a minimum of two guests, up to a maximum of six.

And finally, budding pâtissiers can learn how to create fanciful confectionaries in “A Little Pastry Chef’s Adventure”. Open to children aged four to 10, the class includes a fun baking lesson from the hotel’s pastry chefs, a Peninsula Academy apron and a recipe book, and is priced at HK$ 880 + 10% per child.

Bookings for The Peninsula Academy can be secured at the time of room reservation, or by phone or e-mail. 

For “Journeys of Peninsula”, “Hong Kong’s Traditions Well Served” and “An Art Dialogue with Hong Kong”, please contact the Catering Team on +852 2696 6612 or e-mail: academyphk@peninsula.com. 

For “A Gastronome’s Joy: The Dim-Sum-Making Journey” and “A Little Pastry Chef’s Adventure”, please contact the Food & Beverage Team on +852 2696 6693 or e-mail: diningphk@peninsula.com.  

For “The UNESCO Geopark Tour”, please contact the Concierge on +852 2696 6500 or e-mail: conciergephk@peninsula.com. 

Hotel guests are required to book The Peninsula Academy classes prior to their arrival in Hong Kong, with at least one week’s advance notice (depending on individual class requirements). 
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Bookings are advisable with two weeks’ advance notice for “Journeys of Peninsula”; three weeks’ advance notice for “Hong Kong’s Traditions Well Served”; one week’s advance notice for “An Art Dialogue with Hong Kong”; 48 hours’ advance notice for “The UNESCO Geopark Tour”; 48 hours’ advance notice for “A Gastronome’s Joy: The Dim-Sum-Making Journey”; and 72 hours’ advance notice for “A Little Pastry Chef’s Adventure”.

Bookings are subject to availability and the prevailing weather conditions, and prices are subject to change at any time. All Peninsula Academy activities are conducted in English and Cantonese. An interpreter can be arranged, at additional cost, depending on the language requirements of each guest. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

About The Hongkong and Shanghai Hotels, Limited (HSH) 
Incorporated in 1866 and listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange (00045), The Hongkong and Shanghai Hotels, Limited is the holding company of a group which is engaged in the ownership, development, and management of prestigious hotels and commercial and residential properties in key locations in Asia, the United States and Europe, as well as the provision of tourism and leisure, club management and other services. The Peninsula Hotels portfolio comprises The Peninsula Hong Kong, The Peninsula Shanghai, The Peninsula Beijing, The Peninsula Tokyo, The Peninsula New York, The Peninsula Chicago, The Peninsula Beverly Hills, The Peninsula Bangkok, The Peninsula Manila and The Peninsula Paris (expected opening in 2014). Projects under development include The Peninsula London and The Peninsula Yangon. The property portfolio of the group includes The Repulse Bay Complex, The Peak Tower, The Peak Tramways and St. John’s Building in Hong Kong; The Landmark in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; the Thai Country Club in Bangkok, Thailand, and 21 avenue Kléber in Paris, France.
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