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THE PENINSULA PARIS – RESTORATION, RENOVATION AND INNOVATION
Working with France’s leading restoration experts, The Peninsula Hotels seamlessly blends tradition, innovation and French savoir-faire in its newest property

The Peninsula Hotels makes its grand entrance into Europe with The Peninsula Paris, setting spectacular new standards in design, luxury and comfort in a stunning celebration of French savoir faire and art de vivre - a combination of the past and the contemporary, and giving back a very special piece of Paris’ heritage.

The century-old classic building has been meticulously restored and modernised to create the latest example of Peninsula excellence, working in partnership with a collection of France’s top craftsmen and experts on the exquisitely restored spaces and interior design details.

Returning the building to her former glory has been a six-year labour of love, technical and engineering mastery, utilising the skills of some of France’s top master craftsmen and centuries-old techniques. The objective and challenge from the outset was to marry a Haussmanian soul and body to a modern building - to preserve the soul and the spirit of this unique location, while respecting each area and material, resulting in the architectural and design integrity of the original building being restored and preserved, while simultaneously offering contemporary facilities, technology and other trappings of a 21st century hotel.  

The property is a late 19th century classic French-style building, which first opened in 1908 as one of Paris’ most celebrated “grands hotels”. Following the wartime occupation of Paris, the hotel was then converted into UNESCO’s headquarters in 1946, and in 1958 became the conference centre for the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, hosting high profile events until 2009. 

During its years as a government meeting location, its interiors had been reconfigured into dry-wall offices and meeting rooms, and the glorious façade, the roof and zinc flashings had fallen into disrepair. Fortunately the original mouldings and design details were discovered behind the false walls and ceilings and so revealed and restored to their former glory.
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With interiors designed by The Peninsula’s in-house team in conjunction with Henry Leung of Hong Kong-based Chhada Siembieda Leung Ltd and the ground floor architectural restoration spearheaded by Richard Martinet of Affine architecture & interior design, the building has been meticulously restored by teams of French master craftsmen, utilising traditional techniques in use for hundreds of years. 

In general, historical restoration on this scale is far less common today than previously for budget reasons, and thus the sheer scale and detail of The Peninsula Paris’ metamorphosis is extremely unusual. Similar to the worlds of haute couture vs. prêt-à-porter, this level of renewal shares the same few master craftsmen, all dedicated to preserving the very heart and soul of the original building. 

While it only took two years to build the original hotel from 1906-1908, it required four years to restore it. Aiming to preserve the heritage, authenticity and the spirit of the building, together with the expansive volumes of the original rooms and public areas, original elements long gone or badly damaged were recreated following extensive research, and the décor dating back to 1908 reinstated in all its glory. Working in conjunction with France’s top heritage organisations, marble, stucco, mosaics, roof and wall tiles, wood carvings, stone work, gold leafing, paintings and a myriad of other elements have been lovingly preserved and painstakingly restored by some of France’s most revered family firms, dating back generations and more used to working on heritage projects such as the Louvre and the Palace of Versailles.

The building and interior spaces

The structure of the building required large-scale technical and engineering work to reconstruct and strengthen the entire building, while at the same time excavating three basement levels and adding extensive technological facilities to both bring the building into the 21st century and restore her to her former glory.

Using limestone from the same quarries in St Leu-la-Foret, Chauvigny and Comblanchon as the original 1906 building, the façade employed the talents of 20 skilled stonemasons from historic monument specialist Degaine to restore the 10,000 sq m area with its elaborate carved stone 
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flowers, bows and ribbons.  Covered with dust and dirt from decades of neglect, the façade was first deep-cleaned and then repairs were carried out where possible, carving missing portions by hand using stone dust paste, or where the bas-reliefs were severely damaged, the entire section was replaced by a new stone and handcarved from scratch, using only photos for reference. Each flower cascade took a stonemason three weeks of work, with 12 hours required for a small bow.

Meanwhile wood restoration experts Atelier Fancelli - a small family company of just 12 employees, stretching back three generations - individually numbered and removed each original wood panel – over 1,000 in total, with 370 and 130 sections in the Lobby and Bar respectively. These were then sanded down, repaired, restored and replaced.

Founded in 1905, S.O.E. Stuc et Staff restored  the plaster and mouldings found in over 100 bedrooms, LiLi, the Lobby, Le Bar Kléber and Salon Adam. Extensive research was carried out to determine the original colours and pigments, and thus the public areas today are as they would have appeared in 1908.  Stuc et Staff’s work can also be found in the Louvre, National Assembly, and the Grand and Petit Palais, to name just a few.

Specialist gilder and restorer Ateliers Gohard - another tri-generation family company with just 15 employees - handled repairs, gold leafing and hand painting, including the Lobby, galleries, rotunda, the Bar Kléber and the Salon Adam, applying 40,000 individual pieces of gold leaf - each measuring 8 sq cm - by hand. Previous commissions in Paris have included the dome of Les Invalides and the Palace of Versailles, while in the US their work includes the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington, the Getty Museum in LA and the flame of the Statue of Liberty.

In an era when stained glass was a riot of colour, The Majestic’s designer was very innovative, instead using paint on clear glass and playing with the glass textures. With a family history dating back to the 19th century, master glass craft company Duchemin restored and replaced the four stained glass ceiling panels of the small salons (now the boutiques) and created a new skylight for the Rotunda, adapting the design of the salon panels – two years of work, creating a masterpiece of yesterday and today.
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The two paintings on the ceiling of Le Lounge Kléber (the cigar lounge) - representing music and science & geography respectively - were restored by Cinzia Pasquali, who has restored paintings by Leonardo da Vinci at the Louvre, and also the Palace of Versailles. The paintings were covered by white paint, which took three months to remove and clean. It then required two weeks to take the paintings down and six months to restore them before replacing them in situ.

The decorative arts

The Peninsula Paris design team commissioned a collection of France’s leading heritage designers to recreate the interior glory of the hotel.

The silks and brocades in the top suites are by Prelle, another family business founded in 1752 in Lyon, who specialise in traditional jacquard designs, hand-woven on a loom dating from 1870 and producing just 5-10 m per day. The challenge for Prelle was to marry traditional designs with a more contemporary feel, and thus the bespoke silk fabric selected by Peninsula was handwoven yet also incorporates fire-retardant elements as part of The Peninsula’s stringent safety standards.

Silk also comes to the fore with the in-room tie-backs and four giant custom-made blue Oriental tassels in LiLi, created by Passementiers Declercq, a family company founded in 1852, which produced tassels for the Opera Garnier in 1870 and the Paris City Hall in the same year. The LiLi tassels are each 1.60 metres in length, took 600 man hours, 15 kilogrammes of silk and 40 kilogrammes of  stippled fibre to make, and are the largest the company has ever made.

Another exclusive family business, bespoke ornamental metalwork company Remy Garnier (founded in Paris in 1832), was commissioned to both restore historical items from the original building, adding missing pieces where necessary, and to recreate other parts in the Beaux-Arts style of the early 1900s, thus fully preserving the authenticity of the historic interior. These pieces include large mirror frames, door handles, cabinet and drawer knobs, keyholes and their covers, cremone bolts and decorative hinge concealers.
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A distinctly 21st century palace

While The Peninsula Paris features the hand-crafted specialities of these traditional companies using centuries-old skills, it is still very much also rooted in the modern, with contemporary touches balancing the heritage elements of the hotel. Though architects were forbidden to alter the heritage building’s exterior, the interior has been reconfigured and discreetly modernised to create a contemporary hotel.

Part of the modernisation of the heritage building was the excavation of three basement levels to provide a number of unique facilities to ensure the hotel remains at the cutting edge, including a spa, a 20 m swimming pool, fitness centre and a private car park for 57 cars with direct access to guest floors, together with extensive back-of-house areas. 

The Peninsula’s guest rooms and suites are the most bespoke in the world as, created by The Peninsula’s in-house team of software engineers, fully customised interactive digital bedside and desk tablets are preset in one of 11 languages, and full control of all in-room functions is just a touch away, enabling access to restaurant menus, hotel services and TV channels, in addition to LED touch-screen wall panels which feature valet call, weather details, thermostat, language and privacy options. 

The Peninsula Paris’ collection of art pieces also brings a contemporary feel to the heritage building. A bespoke chandelier installation featuring a cascade of 800 crystal “dancing leaves” - a modern take on the plane trees lining Avenue Kléber, and with each leaf delicately hand-blown and individually hung by the craftsmen of the Lasvit glass studio in the Czech Republic - creates a luxurious sense of arrival in the Lobby. A unique collection of specially curated contemporary artworks from Hong Kong-based Sabrina Fung Fine Art includes two major installations by internationally celebrated artists Ben Jakober and Xavier Corberó - widely acclaimed as Spain’s foremost living sculptor – in addition to works by French and other international artists.

The entry signage for Chinese restaurant LiLi is a world-first – the large fibre-optic hanging at the entrance to the restaurant is a portrait on nylon webbing and net fabric, woven through with optical fibre to produce a glowing, flowing effect never seen before. The striking piece is the
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combined vision of interior designer Henry Leung of Hong Kong-based Chhada Siembieda Leung Ltd, architect Vincent Pelligri of Paris-based RMA, and fabric and trimming expert Jérome Declercq of Passementiers Declercq, who together entrusted the manifestation of their vision to industrial designer Clémentine Chambon and fashion designer Françoise Mamert, partners of Design Percept,  founded in 2004.

Meanwhile continuing its long-standing relationship with Peninsula, Bernardaud created the chinaware for the L’Oiseau Blanc, with a bespoke design featuring the plane, designed by Catherine Bergen, who also created the chinaware for Gaddi’s French restaurant at The Peninsula Hong Kong in 1994.


###
About Katara Hospitality

Katara Hospitality is a global hotel owner, developer and operator, based in Qatar. With over 40 years’ experience in the industry, Katara Hospitality actively pursues its strategic expansion plans by investing in peerless hotels in Qatar while growing its collection of iconic properties in key international markets. Katara Hospitality has set a target of owning and / or managing 30 hotels by 2016 and 30 more over the following decade. Aiming to become one of the leading hospitality organisations in the world, the company is supporting Qatar’s long term economic vision.

Katara Hospitality currently owns properties spread across three continents, in Qatar, Singapore, The Maldives, Switzerland, France, Italy, Egypt, Morocco, The Gambia and the Union of Comoros. While partnering with some of the finest hotel operators, Katara Hospitality also owns its own operator brands: The Bürgenstock Selection and Merweb Hotels.

www.katarahospitality.com 
About The Hongkong and Shanghai Hotels, Limited (HSH) 
Incorporated in 1866 and listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange (00045), The Hongkong and Shanghai Hotels, Limited is the holding company of a group which is engaged in the ownership, development, and management of prestigious hotels and commercial and residential properties in key locations in Asia, the United States and Europe, as well as the provision of tourism and leisure, club management and other services. The Peninsula Hotels portfolio comprises The Peninsula Hong Kong, The Peninsula Shanghai, The Peninsula Beijing, The Peninsula Tokyo, The Peninsula New York, The Peninsula Chicago, The Peninsula Beverly Hills, The Peninsula Bangkok, The Peninsula Manila and The Peninsula Paris (expected opening in 2014). Projects under development include The Peninsula London and The Peninsula Yangon. The property portfolio of the group includes The Repulse Bay Complex, The Peak Tower, The Peak Tramways and St. John’s Building in Hong Kong; The Landmark in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; the Thai Country Club in Bangkok, Thailand, and 21 avenue Kléber in Paris, France.
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For further information, please contact: 

Ms Anne-Sophie Bonnisseau
Director of Communications

The Peninsula Paris
19 avenue Kléber, 75116 Paris, France

Telephone:
+33 1 5812 6605
Fax:

+33 1 5812 9999
E-mail:

annesophiebonnisseau@peninsula.com
Website:
www.peninsula.com/paris 
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