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This Close campaign participants
Archbishop Desmond Tutu - A South African cleric and human rights activist, Tutu received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984. He chairs the Global Elders, an international group of senior world leaders, human rights activists, and statesmen who seek peaceful resolutions to the world’s pressing problems. Tutu spoke at a Rotary World Peace Symposium in 2009, and signed a special soccer ball in support of Rotary’s “Kick Polio Out of Africa” awareness campaign.
 

Dr. Jane Goodall - A world famous primatologist, she founded the Jane Goodall Institute for Wildlife Research, Education, and Conservation to protect chimpanzees and their habitat. Goodall praised Rotary for its work to eradicate polio in her keynote speech at a recent Rotary International convention.

 

Itzhak Perlman - The premier violinist of the 20th Century contracted polio at age four and overcame physical challenges to achieve international acclaim in classical music. He is the recipient of 15 Grammy Awards, including a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award for excellence. In 2009, he lent his talent to The Concert to End Polio, a benefit performance with Rotary.  
 

Jack Nicklaus - Also known as “The Golden Bear,” Nicklaus overcame polio as a teenager to become one of the greatest golfers of all time. He holds the record for the most major championships wins with 18 victories and has won 73 PGA Tour tournaments.
 
Zeynab Abib (Benin) - Pop singer and UNICEF Ambassador Zeynab Abib sang in support of childhood vaccinations with her song “Sauvons la vie de nos enfants” (Let’s save the life of our children). She also participated in the launch of the “Kick Polio out of Africa” awareness campaign.

Dan Maraya Jos (Nigeria) - A well-known Hausa folk singer, Jos participated in a recent National Immunization Day kickoff event. He also recorded radio announcements encouraging Nigerian parents to immunize their children against polio.  
Queen Noor of Jordan - Her Majesty Queen Noor is an international public servant whose focus is promoting international exchange and understanding of Arab and Muslim culture and politics; Arab-Western relations; and conflict prevention and recovery issues.  She spoke at the 2010 Rotary International Convention.

Archie Panjabi- Popular actress who has appeared in films including Bend It Like Beckham and The Constant Gardener. She is currently seen in the CBS television series The Good Wife. 

A.R. Rahman- an Indian film composer, record producer, musician and singer, Rahman received two Oscar awards for the movie Slumdog Millionaire.
Amitabh Bachchan – World-famous Indian actor who has won dozens of major awards throughout his career, Bachchan is a UNICEF ambassador for polio eradication in his homeland.

Jackie Chan- This internationally acclaimed film star from Hong Kong is best known for his ability to combine comedic acting with his amazing martial arts skills. In 2010, Chan threw out the celebrity first pitch at “Rotary Day at Wrigley Field: Strike Out Polio” Before a Chicago Cubs baseball game. 
Ziggy Marley – This Grammy-award winning reggae singer is also a philanthropist, who founded U.R.G.E, an organization to help underprivileged Jamaican children. He is the son of the reggae legend, the late Bob Marley.
Isabel Allende- Chilean author whose books have been translated into more than 27 languages. Her book, Daughter of Fortune was one of Oprah’s Book Club selections. 

PSY – Korean pop star – video is the first to receive more than 1 billion hits and counting!
Photos we still need to add to WBC, for Guinness evidence without the ad copy:
Bill Gates - co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has dedicated more than $1 billion to polio eradication. 
Amanda Peet - American actress, who has appeared on film, stage, and television. 
Staff Benda Bilili (DR Congo) - A soukous band largely composed of polio survivors, Staff Benda Bilili describe the impact of the disease. In their signature song, “Polio.” The group received the WOMEX Artist award at the 2009 World Music Expo. 

Nwankwo Kanu – A soccer legend and captain of the Nigerian national football team, Nwanwko Kanu, uses his popularity to raise awareness for polio eradication. In a series of television and radio spots he tells fans, “I’ve scored many goals for my country but there is still one more goal I want to score: I want to kick polio out of Nigeria.”

Hany Salama – This Egyptian actor from Cairo is immensely popular throughout the Middle East. He supported  Rotary’s efforts to end polio by participating in the the 2010 “Kick Polio Out of Africa” celebrations in Egypt.

Sue Jin Kang- A well-known Korean ballerina, she is currently a principal performer at the Stuttgart Ballet.

Mallika Sherawat – Indian actress and former model Sherawat is committed to the cause of polio eradication in honor of her cousin, a polio survivor.

Calvin Borel – This  American jockey was the first jockey to win three Kentucky Derbies in a four-year span. He is a native of Louisiana, where the Rotary International Convention was held in New Orleans in May 2011.

Eddy Merckx-  A world-famous Belgian cyclist, he is considered one of the most accomplished riders of all time.

Marvin Hamlisch- An American composer, at press time, Hamlisch was one of only two people to have won the Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and Tony awards and a Pulitzer Prize. 

Angelique Kidjo- Kidjo is a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador and Grammy award-winning singer-songwriter from Benin. 
Cherno Jobatey- Jobatey is a popular national television presenter from Berlin, Germany. He is involved in charities focused on helping children and families.

James DePreist- world-renowned conductor and polio survivor. Conducted the 2011 Concert to End Polio featuring Itzhak Perlman and members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

Ted Turner- Ted Turner is Chairman of Turner Enterprises, Inc. and founder of CNN.  Known for his environmental activism and generous philanthropy, Turner created the United Nations Foundation in 1998 with his historic $1 billion gift in support of the United Nations. Since its creation, the United Nations Foundation has been a proud partner of Rotary International and an active participant in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.  To date, the Foundation has delivered more than $230 million for polio eradication efforts.  
Maria Grazia Cucinotta- an Italian actress best-known for her roles in Il Postino and the James Bond film, The World Is Not Enough.

Elias Rahbani- famed Lebanese music composer

Nydia Caro- a popular Puerto Rican- American actress and singer

Jörgen Raymann- Dutch cabaret artist

Peter Timofeeff- popular Dutch weatherman

Adolf Ogi- Rotarian and Swiss politician from the village of Kandersteg in the Swiss Alps.

Ruth Metzler- Rotarian and Swiss politician

Dr. Felix Gutzwiller – Rotarian and one of two senators for the State of Zurich in the Swiss Senate (Ständerat) & one of the best known doctors specializing in preventive medicine 

Jack Hanna- an American zookeeper who is the Director Emeritus of the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. His media appearances have made him one of the most notable animal experts in the United States.

Tanvi Shah- popular playback singer for films in India. She is the first Indian woman to win the Grammy Award for the lyrics of "jai ho".   

Anil Kapoor –popular Indian actor, also seen in Slumdog Millionaire and the American TV series 24.

Abdul Sattar Edhi- Pakistan's most renowned and respected philanthropist and Head of Edhi Foundation, the world's largest ambulance help service and charity.

Manny Pacquaio-  Filipino World Welterweight World Champion of boxing.

Fernando Alonso - Spanish Formula One racing driver and a two-time World Champion, who is currently racing for Scuderia Ferrari
Sadako Ogata - Japanese academic, diplomat, author, administrator and professor emeritus at Sophia University
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari – Pakistan Polio Ambassador. Daughter of Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari.
David Sanborn - One of the most commercially successful American saxophonists to earn prominence since the 1980s and is described as "the most influential saxophonist on pop, R&B, and crossover players of the past 20 years. Sanborn is also a polio survivor.
Pau Gasol – Los Angeles Lakers star forward and captain of 2012 Spanish Olympic team. 
Hines Ward – Played 14 seasons for the NFL’s Pittsburgh Steelers and is currently a studio analyst for NBC's Football Night in America.
Tom Daley - British diver, and television personality, who specializes in the 10 meter platform event and was the 2009 FINA World Champion in the individual event at the age of 15. He has represented Great Britain in the 2008 and 2012 Summer Olympics. 
Tonia Couch – British diver that was a member of the 2008 and 2012 Great Britain Summer Olympic team. 
Eric Wainaina - Kenyan singer-songwriter. His career was launched with his debut album, Sawa Sawa, in 2001. Wainaina's music is a blend of Kenyan Benga rhythm and East African guitars, with some modern harmony.
Scott Neidermayer - Retired Canadian ice hockey defenseman and current assistant coach of the Anaheim Ducks. Niedermayer played 18 seasons in the National Hockey League for two teams: the New Jersey Devils and the Anaheim Ducks.
Rob Neidermayer - Canadian professional ice hockey player who currently plays for HC Lugano of the National League A in Switzerland. He also played for the Florida Panthers, Calgary Flames, Anaheim Ducks, New Jersey Devils and Buffalo Sabres.
