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Rotary International and PhRMA team up for “The World’s Biggest Commercial”
Leading trade group contributes $50,000 to Rotary to protect children from polio paralysis

Evanston, Ill., USA  (Jan. 24, 2013) – Rotary International’s innovative campaign to develop the World’s Biggest Commercial to raise public awareness about polio eradication has struck a chord with the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA).

To help spur participation in the commercial, the largest pharmaceutical trade group in the United States has donated $50,000 to Rotary’s PolioPlus program – enough to provide oral vaccine to protect more than 83,000 children against this paralyzing disease.

Participants in the World’s Biggest Commercial simply upload photos of themselves making the “this close” gesture with their fingers – as in, “We are this close to ending polio” – to the ever-expanding promotional spot at Rotary’s End Polio Now website. In doing so, they’ll rub “virtual shoulders” with such celebrities and notables as Bill Gates, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Jane Goodall, Amanda Peet, Jack Nicklaus, Jackie Chan, PSY and other high-profile Rotary Ambassadors for Polio Eradication.
Since launching the campaign on World Polio Day (Oct. 24, 2012), more than 4,500 people in over 116 countries have joined the online initiative by adding their names and photos to the World’s Biggest Commercial. Beginning February 1, highlights from the “The World’s Biggest Commercial” will air in Times Square, one of the world’s busiest locations.
“Rotary International’s effort to end polio is seen as one of the world’s greatest public health advances,” said John Castellani, President and CEO of PhRMA. “PhRMA and its members are pleased to have played a part in supporting Rotary in the effort to eradicate polio.”
Castellani said he also encourages PhRMA employees and PhRMA member companies to participate in the World’s Biggest Commercial.

In addition to helping Rotary set a new Guinness World Record, every person who joins the commercial can choose to add their name to a petition urging the world’s governments to provide the $5.5 billion needed to finish the job and end polio forever.

Rotary launched PolioPlus in 1985, and in 1988 became a spearheading partner in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, now led by Rotary, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the U.S. Centers for disease Control and Prevention and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Since then, more than 2.5 billion children have received the oral polio vaccine, and the incidence of polio has plummeted by more than 99 percent. Fewer than 300 cases were reported worldwide in 2012, down from 350,000 annually in the 1980s.  Today, polio remains endemic to only three countries: Nigeria, Afghanistan and Pakistan.  However, experts warn that if the eradication initiative falls short, polio could rebound rapidly, affecting more than 200,000 children every year. 

About Rotary

Rotary is a global humanitarian organization with more than 1.2 million members in 34,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 countries and geographical areas. Rotary members are men and women who are business, professional and community leaders with a shared commitment to make the world a better place through humanitarian service. The first Rotary club was founded in Chicago in 1905. For more information, visit rotary.org and www.endpolio.org. To download images and video please visit Rotary’s Media Center.
About PhRMA

The Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) represents the country’s leading innovative biopharmaceutical research and biotechnology companies, which are devoted to discovering and developing medicines that enable patients to live longer, healthier, and more productive lives. Since 2000, PhRMA member companies have invested over $500 billion in the search for new treatments and cures, including an estimated $49.5 billion in 2011 alone. http://www.phrma.org/ 
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