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Rotary International announces new CFO 
 

Former pharmaceutical exec Lori O. Carlson will oversee all financial and investment 
operations of global humanitarian service organization 

 
EVANSTON, Ill. (Sept. 30, 2011) — Rotary International has named longtime pharmaceutical 
industry executive Lori O. Carlson as its new chief financial officer, beginning Oct. 3. 
 
Carlson will oversee all aspects of the financial operations of Rotary International and its charitable 
arm, The Rotary Foundation, which have combined revenues exceeding $400 million and almost 
$1 billion in assets. Areas of responsibility include financial management, financial planning and 
analysis, treasury and investment, corporate reporting, accounting services, insurance, risk 
management, and procurement.  
 
Carlson comes to Rotary International World Headquarters with nearly 30 years of combined 
experience in treasury, financial planning, and financial reporting and control, most of it with the 
pharmaceutical companies Hospira, Inc., where she was corporate vice president and treasurer, 
and Abbott Laboratories, where she held several positions, including assistant treasurer and 
treasurer for international operations. She replaces Peter J. DeBerge, recently promoted to the 
position of deputy general secretary. 
 
“We are delighted to welcome a finance professional of Lori’s stature and experience,” said Rotary 
International CEO and General Secretary John Hewko. “She will play a vital role as we work to 
increase our reach and impact as the world’s preeminent humanitarian service organization.” 
 
Carlson says she looks forward to contributing directly to Rotary’s capacity “to provide what people 
really need” by safeguarding and growing its financial assets.  
 
“The role of finance is to provide the underpinning and support for the organization,” she 
explained. “We chart out, with numbers, what is possible and present different scenarios for the 
ultimate achievement of Rotary’s goals. Finance is a universal language that cuts across all 
cultures and languages to explain what has been done and what is possible in the future.” 
 
She is married to Christopher Carlson, COO and senior vice president with Northern Trust Global 
Investments. They have two daughters, Emily and Hannah, and live in Lake Forest, Ill. 
 
Rotary is a global humanitarian organization with more than 1.2 million members in 34,000 Rotary 
clubs in over 200 countries and geographical areas. Rotary members are men and women who 
are business, professional and community leaders with a shared commitment to make the world a 
better place through humanitarian service. Rotary’s top priority is the global eradication of polio.  
For more information visit: www.rotary.org or www.rotary.org/mediacenter.  
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