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Kia Racing Scores Back-to-Back Championships at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca

KIA RACING FORTE KOUP PRIVATEER PROGRAM EARNS SECOND-STRAIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP IN PIRELLI WORLD CHALLENGE SEASON FINALE AT MAZDA RACEWAY LAGUNA SECA
Defending 2014 Class Champion, Jason Wolfe, Pilots the No. 36 Richard Wolfe Trucking Kinetic Motorsports Kia Forte Koup to 2015 Touring Car A (TCA) Driver Championship

· Wolfe claimed three podium finishes, including two wins, in the final three rounds at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca (MRLS)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Kia Motors partner Kinetic Motorsports earns the TCA Crew of the Year as voted by fellow competitors in the Pirelli World Challenge (PWC)

IRVINE, Calif., September 15, 2015 – Reigning 2014 Pirelli World Challenge (PWC) Touring Car A (TCA) Driver Champion, Jason Wolfe, piloting the No. 36 Richard Wolfe Trucking Kinetic Motorsports Kia Forte Koup, scored two race wins and a podium finish in the final three rounds of the season at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca (MRLS) in Monterey, California, to successfully defend his title.  Wolfe’s outstanding performance and consistent execution throughout the season resulted in 11 podiums, including eight wins, during the 18-race PWC TCA schedule, earning Kia Racing its seventh professional motorsport championship since 2010.
	“The Kia Racing team exceeded our expectations from the very beginning of the program in 2010, and capturing a seventh championship in our sixth season of racing is a remarkable accomplishment of which all of our team members, dealers and customers can be proud,” said Michael Sprague, Chief Operating Officer and EVP, Kia Motors America (KMA).  “The success of this season is a testament to the determination, dedication and teamwork of so many passionate people on and off the track and showcases the reliability, durability and performance of our Kia vehicles.”
In addition to Wolfe’s triumphant season, the Kinetic Motorsport team won the TCA Crew of the Year award as voted on by other TCA teams in the PWC paddock.  The integrity and professionalism of Kinetic Motorsports was highlighted midseason when the team overcame a major hurdle.  Wolfe’s No. 36 Forte Koup took a massive hit at Canadian Tire Motorsports Park, totaling the car, but the Kinetic Motorsports crew had an all-new Forte Koup built and prepared for the young driver just two weeks later at Road America, where he scored valuable championship points.

-more-
“It was a heck of a year for us to say the least, but the Kinetic Motorsports team is truly a world-class organization.  It’s extremely hard to win a championship, let alone finding the motivation, drive, and focus to repeat,” said Wolfe, who earned Rookie of the Year honors last season, along with the Driver title.  “I had a great time driving for Kia last year; it’s an ideal atmosphere for learning, and the Forte Koup is a great platform for racing.  I wanted to come back this season and clinch this championship for Kia, Kinetic Motorsports and my family.”
Also rounding out their season at MRLS, the factory-backed Grand Touring Sport (GTS) Optima turbo program raced its final round on Sunday.  Ben Clucas, in the No. 36 DonorsChoose.org Optima turbo, scored a fourth-place finish while teammate Mark Wilkins, in the No. 38 B.R.A.K.E.S. Optima turbo, was involved in a collision with another GTS competitor at the start and did not finish.  The team ended the season with seven podiums, including one win. 
Tape-delayed televised coverage of the GTS race at MRLS will air on the CBS Sports Network on Wednesday, September 23, at 9:00 p.m. ET, 6:00 p.m. PT.  TCA television coverage can be seen on the CBS Sports Network on Wednesday, September 23, at 10:00 p.m. ET, 7:00 p.m. PT.  Live-streamed coverage of all PWC races is available online at www.world-challengetv.com, and race fans can keep up-to-date with the Kia Racing team via the Kia Motors America Facebook and Instagram pages, and on Twitter @Kia.
About Kia Motors America
Kia Motors America (KMA) is the marketing and distribution arm of Kia Motors Corporation based in Seoul, South Korea.  KMA proudly serves as the "Official Automotive Partner" of the NBA and LPGA and set an all-time annual sales record in 2014, surpassing the 500,000 unit mark for the third consecutive year. KMA offers a complete line of vehicles, including the rear-drive K900[endnoteRef:1] flagship sedan, Cadenza premium sedan, Sorento CUV, Soul urban passenger vehicle, Soul Electric Vehicle2, Sportage compact CUV, Optima midsize sedan, Optima Hybrid, the Forte compact sedan, Forte5 and Forte Koup, Rio and Rio 5-door subcompacts and the Sedona midsize multi-purpose vehicle, through a network of more than 765 dealers across the United States.  Kia’s U.S. manufacturing plant in West Point, Georgia, builds the Optima* and Sorento* and is responsible for the creation of more than 15,000 plant and supplier jobs. [1:  2015 K900 V8 available in select trims and in select markets with limited availability.
2 Soul EV in select markets with limited availability.
  ] 

Information about KMA and its full vehicle line-up is available at www.kia.com. For media information, including photography, visit www.kiamedia.com.  To receive custom email notifications for press releases the moment they are published, subscribe at www.kiamedia.com/us/en/newsalert.
# # #

* The Sorento and Optima GDI (EX, SX & Limited and certain LX Trims only) are assembled in the United States from U.S. and globally sourced parts
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