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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, August 16, 2016 is:
“New Medication for High Cholesterol Not Cost-Effective”
Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, August 16, 2016
VO: STATINS ARE USED TO LOWER L-D-L OR “BAD” CHOLESTEROL LEVELS. HOWEVER, FOR SOME PATIENTS, STATINS ALONE AREN’T ENOUGH. LAST YEAR, A NEW TYPE OF MEDICATION KNOWN AS P-C-S-K-9 INHIBITORS BECAME AVAILABLE FOR USE ALONG WITH STATINS.  ALTHOUGH EFFECTIVE, THESE DRUGS ARE VERY EXPENSIVE. A NEW STUDY EVALUATED THE COST-EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS THERAPY AND HOW INCREASED USE MIGHT AFFECT THE U.S. HEALTH CARE SYSTEM. 
“An estimated 9 million U.S. adults age 35 and over would be eligible for PCSK9 inhibitor therapy.” 
VO: DR. DHRUV (Drewz) KAZI FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISO AND HIS CO-AUTHORS USED SIMULATION MODELING TO EVALUATE OUTCOMES LIKE EXPECTED NUMBERS OF DEATHS DUE TO CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE, HEART ATTACKS AND STROKES, BALANCED WITH THE COST AND POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF THESE DRUGS. 

THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

 “They are priced currently at more than 14 thousand dollars per patient, per year. The price needs to come down to a little over 4 thousand dollars per patient, per year for it to be cost-effective. Should that not happen, we would expect to see a strain on health system budgets across the country.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.

