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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, May 17, 2016 is:
“Surrogate Decision Makers for Critically Ill Patients Often Have Overly Optimistic Expectations”

Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, May 17, 2016
VO: WHEN CRITICALLY ILL PATIENTS ARE UNABLE TO SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES, A FAMILY MEMBER OR CLOSE FRIEND IS OFTEN ASKED TO SERVE AS A SURROGATE DECISION MAKER.  AT TIMES, THESE SURROGATES AND PHYSICIANS HAVE DIFFERENT EXPECTATIONS ABOUT A PATIENT’S OVERALL PROGNOSIS. A NEW STUDY EXAMINED HOW OFTEN THIS HAPPENS AND WHY IT HAPPENS.

“In roughly half the cases surrogates had substantially more optimistic expectations about prognosis compared to physicians and physician’s estimates were much more accurate than the surrogate’s. 
VO: DR. DOUGLAS WHITE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH MEDICAL CENTER AND CO-AUTHORS ENROLLED PHYSICIANS AND SURROGATES WHO MADE DECISIONS FOR CRITICALLY ILL PATIENTS IN 4 I-C-U’S AT A MAJOR MEDICAL CENTER. THEY WERE INTERESTED IN AT LEAST A 20 PERCENT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PHYSICIAN’S AND SURROGATE’S EXPECTATIONS ABOUT A PATIENT’S PROGNOSIS. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“In almost all cases, surrogates misunderstood physician’s prognostic expectations. In about half of cases, surrogates held systematically different beliefs about the prognosis compared to what they heard from the physicians.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

