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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, April 19, 2016 is:
“New Treatment for Advanced Melanoma Targets the Immune System”

Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, April 19, 2016
VO: MELANOMA IS A TYPE OF CANCER THAT DEVELOPS FROM PIGMENT-CONTAINING CELLS, MOST COMMONLY FROM THE SKIN. IF MELANOMA SPREADS THROUGH THE BODY, THE PROGNOSIS FOR LONG-TERM SURVIVAL IS POOR.  A NEW WAY OF TREATING ADVANCED MELANOMA ALLOWS A PATIENT’S IMMUNE SYSTEM TO FIGHT THE TUMOR WITHOUT THE NEED FOR CHEMOTHERAPY OR RADIATION. IN A NEW STUDY, RESEARCHERS EXAMINED THE RESPONSE TO THIS TYPE OF THERAPY. 

“With pembrolizumab what we’re trying to do is to redirect that immune response to fight the cancer. Pembrolizumab binds to the PD-1 and then the immune system cells attack the cancer.” 
 VO: DR. ANTONI RIBAS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-LOS ANGELES AND CO-AUTHORS TESTED THIS DRUG ON MORE THAN 650 PATIENTS FROM SITES IN NORTH AMERICA, EUROPE AND AUSTRALIA. EARLY IN THE STUDY, SEVERAL PATIENTS SHOWED A CLINICAL RESPONSE TO PEMBROLIZUMAB. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“When we compared the baseline tumors to the tumors after dosing, the metastases or the lesions around the body were smaller in one third of the patients. The patients who responded, the great majority, continued to respond at one or two years, 75 percent of them maintained the response.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

