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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, March 15, 2016 is:
“The Role of Vaccine Refusal in Recent Outbreaks of 

Measles and Whooping Cough”

Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, March 15, 2016
VO: MEASLES AND PERTUSSIS, OR WHOOPING COUGH, HAVE BEEN EFFECTIVELY CONTROLLED IN THE UNITED STATES WITH THE USE OF VACCINES. HOWEVER, RECENT OUTBREAKS OF THESE VACCINE-PREVENTABLE DISEASES HAVE PROMPTED MANY TO EXAMINE WHY THIS IS HAPPENING. A REVIEW OF RECENT RESEARCH LOOKS AT WHETHER THE RELUCTANCE OF SOME PARENTS TO HAVE THEIR CHILDREN VACCINATED PLAYS A ROLE IN THESE OUTBREAKS.  

“Most parents do the right thing and get their children vaccinated. If there is a group of people which are unprotected they can increase the risks of even those who are vaccinated.” 
 VO: DR. SAAD OMER, FROM EMORY UNIVERSITY, AND HIS COLLEAGES REVIEWED PUBLISHED REPORTS FOR BOTH MEASLES AND PERTUSSIS. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“In the post elimination era for measles, vaccine refusal has played a role in these recent outbreaks. A majority of those cases occurred in those who did not get vaccines for philosophical or religious reasons. In terms of whooping cough, waning immunity is a problem. Even in the context of waning immunity, you have vaccine refusal which is playing a role.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

