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“The Role of Vaccine Refusal in Recent Outbreaks of 

Measles and Whooping Cough”

TEASE RUNS: 03 (child getting vaccinated)
The importance of childhood vaccinations…that’s next.

JAMA 4021
    TRT: 1:37
    EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, March 15, 2016 
INTRO: Measles and pertussis, or whooping cough, have been effectively controlled in the United States with the use of vaccines. However, recent outbreaks of these vaccine-preventable diseases have prompted many to examine why this is happening. A review of recent research looks at whether the reluctance of some parents to have their children vaccinated plays a role in these outbreaks.  Catherine Dolf explains in this week’s JAMA Report.                  
	NATSO/FULL

Runs:01
	“…hello, how are you…?”

	SOT/FULL
Saad B. Omer, M.B.B.S., M.P.H., Ph.D., - Emory University
Super@:05
Runs:13
(Video covering beginning of bite: nurse in exam room with mother and child)
	“Most parents do the right thing and get their children vaccinated. Even if you go out and do the right thing your child’s risk depends on other people as well.” 

	B-ROLL 

Children playing swings, going down a slide, three children and parent walking on to playground
	LIKE WHOM THEY INTERACT WITH ON THE PLAYGROUND, IN SCHOOL, AND EVEN WITHIN THEIR OWN FAMILY.

	SOT/FULL

Saad B. Omer, M.B.B.S., M.P.H., Ph.D., - Emory University

Super@:19
Runs:09
	“If there is a group of people which are unprotected, they can increase the risks of even those who are vaccinated.” 

	B-ROLL
Dr. Omer walking down the hall, sitting at a table talking with his team, graph on computer screen, same graph on big screen, MMR vaccine vial, MMR vaccine in boxes

	DR. SAAD OMER, FROM EMORY UNIVERSITY, AND HIS COLLEAGUES REVIEWED PUBLISHED REPORTS FOR BOTH MEASLES AND PERTUSSIS. THEY SPECIFICALLY LOOKED AT THE ROLE VACCINE REFUSAL PLAYS IN OUTBREAKS OF BOTH DISEASES.

	SOT/FULL 

Saad B. Omer, M.B.B.S., M.P.H., Ph.D., - Emory University
Super@:38
Runs:16
	“In the post-elimination era for measles, vaccine refusal has played a role in these recent outbreaks. A majority of those cases occurred in those who did not get vaccines for philosophical or religious reasons.” 

	GFX FULL

JAMA LOGO
	THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



	SOT/FULL

Saad B. Omer, M.B.B.S., M.P.H., Ph.D., - Emory University
Super@:58
Runs:18

	“The contribution of vaccine refusal is higher in early part of epidemics compared to later parts, indicating that vaccine refusers provide those pockets of susceptibility, that tinder, that can start the fire of an epidemic.” 

	B-ROLL
Syringe being filled with vaccine, little child getting vaccinated


	FOR WHOOPING COUGH, OUTBREAKS ARE HARDER TO CONTROL BECAUSE THE VACCINE’S PROTECTIVE IMMUNITY CAN WANE OVER TIME.

	SOT/FULL
Saad B. Omer, M.B.B.S., M.P.H., Ph.D., - Emory University

Super@1:22
Runs:13
(Video covering 2nd part of bite: People in park)
	“Waning immunity is a problem but even in the context of waning immunity you have vaccine refusal which is playing a role. It is in everyone’s benefit that everyone stays protected.” 

	B-ROLL

People in park
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: ONE OF THE MORE IMPORTANT PUBLIC HEALTH ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE LAST 10 TO 20 YEARS HAS BEEN THE ELIMINATION OF MEASLES FROM THE U-S.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
   TO CONTACT: Dr. Saad Omer call Melva Robertson at (404) 727-5692
 ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Saad B. Omer, M.B.B.S., M.P.H., Ph.D., - Emory University
QUOTE 1 Runs:08
“One of the more important public health achievements in the last 10, 20 years has been the elimination of measles from the U.S.” 

QUOTE 2 Runs:10
“There is something we can do right now to address the burden of whooping cough in this country, which is to focus on vaccine hesitancy and refusal.” 
QUOTE 3 Runs:06
“For measles, vaccine refusal has played a role in these recent outbreaks.” 
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