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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, March 8, 2016 is:
“Identifying Children at Risk for Persistent Symptoms After Concussion”

Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, March 8, 2016
VO: EACH YEAR, EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES TREAT ABOUT 750 THOUSAND CHILDREN WITH CONCUSSIONS. FOR MANY PATIENTS, CONCUSSION-RELATED SYMPTOMS RESOLVE WITHIN 2 WEEKS OF INJURY, BUT SOME GO ON TO EXPERIENCE PERSISTENT SYMPTOMS. RESEARCHERS HAVE DEVELOPED A NEW CLINICAL SCORE THAT MAY HELP PREDICT WHICH PATIENTS ARE AT HIGHER RISK FOR THESE PROLONGED SYMPTOMS. 

“There’s no good way at this moment in time to actually predict those that are going to go on to have persistent symptoms following an emergency department visit.” 
 VO: DR. LYNN BABCOCK FROM CINCINNATI CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL DISCUSSED THIS RESEARCH IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.  CANADIAN RESEARCHERS EVALUATED JUST OVER THREE THOUSAND PATIENTS, AGE 5 TO 18.  ABOUT 30 PERCENT ENDED UP WITH PERSISTENT POST CONCUSSION SYMPTOMS AT 28 DAYS. 

“They actually had 46 predictors that they were looking at. After they evaluated those 46 variables they came up with 9 variables that were fairly predictive of post-concussive symptoms. It’s variables that we would normally capture in the emergency department but now it’s compiled into one decision rule.” 

CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

