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“Identifying Children at Risk for Persistent Symptoms After Concussion”

TEASE RUNS: 05 (young boy being examined)
Identifying children who will have ongoing symptoms after concussion…that’s next.

JAMA 4020
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    EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, March 8, 2016 
INTRO: Each year, emergency departments across the United States treat about 750 thousand children with concussions. For many patients, concussion-related symptoms resolve within 2 weeks of injury but some go on to experience persistent symptoms. Researchers have developed a new clinical score that may help predict which patients are at higher risk for prolonged symptoms. Catherine Dolf explains in this week’s JAMA Report.                  
	B-ROLL
Various shots of Johnny and teammate playing hockey 


	JOHNNY COBURN IS BACK ON THE ICE AFTER BEING SIDELINED WITH A CONCUSSION.

	SOT/FULL

Johnny Coburn - Concussion Patient
Super@:04
Runs:03
	“It was a really bad headache. Just really bad.” 

	B-ROLL
Various hockey shots


	HIS PARENTS WATCHED HIM CAREFULLY. WHILE HIS SYMPTOMS INITIALLY IMPROVED, AFTER ABOUT A WEEK, THE HEADACHES RETURNED.

	SOT/FULL

Mike Coburn - Johnny’s Father
Super@:13
Runs:07
	“I knew that the severity of the concussion was much greater than 5 days or 7 days of rest would fix.”  


	B-ROLL
Various hockey shots


	MORE THAN HALF OF THESE CHILDREN TREATED AT EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS END UP WITH HEADACHES AFTER CONCUSSION.


	SOT/FULL

Lynn Babcock, M.D., M.S., - Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
Super@:26

Runs:19
	“Parents usually ask about, well how long is my son or daughter going to have symptoms and what’s going to go on after that and what do I have to do? But there’s no good way at this moment in time to actually predict those that are going to go on to have persistent symptoms following the emergency department visit.” 


	B-ROLL

Dr. Babcock and Dr. Kurowski talking and looking at computer screen, various shots of Dr. Kurowski doing different tests with young boy
GFX FULL
JAMA LOGO
	IN AN EDITORIAL, DOCTORS LYNN BABCOCK AND BRAD KUROWSKI FROM CINCINNATI CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL DISCUSS NEW RESEARCH DESIGNED TO HELP PREDICT WHICH CHILDREN ARE AT HIGHER RISK FOR DEVELOPING PERSISTENT SYMPTOMS AFTER CONCUSSION.   CANADIAN RESEARCHERS EVALUATED JUST OVER THREE THOUSAND PATIENTS, AGE 5 TO 18. ABOUT 30 PERCENT ENDED UP WITH PERSISTENT POST CONCUSSION SYMPTOMS AT 28 DAYS.  
BOTH THE STUDY AND EDITORIAL APPEAR IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



	SOT/FULL

Lynn Babcock, M.D., M.S., - Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 

Super@1:13
Runs:10
(Video covering middle of bite: Dr. Kurowski examining young boy)
	“They actually had 46 predictors that they were looking at. After they evaluated those 46 variables they came up with 9 variables that were fairly predictive of post-concussive symptoms.” 

	NASOT/FULL
Runs:03
	“I want you to just follow my finger with your eyes, ok?” 

	B-ROLL
Young boy being examined by Dr. Kurowski, Graphic lower third,right over video: Age, Sex, Migraines, Depression, Prior Concussion, Balance


	THE CLINICAL VARIABLES WERE USED IN A 12-POINT RISK SCORE. THEY INCLUDED THINGS LIKE AGE, SEX, HISTORY OF MIGRAINES OR DEPRESSION, PRIOR HISTORY OF CONCUSSION, AND PROBLEMS WITH BALANCE.  


	SOT/FULL

Lynn Babcock, M.D., M.S., - Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 

Super@1:34
Runs:11
	“Some of these things have been shown before in smaller studies but nothing together as a collective summary of symptoms. It’s variables that we would normally capture in the emergency department but now it’s compiled into one decision rule.” 



	B-ROLL
Johnny on skating on the ice with teammate
	JOHNNY SAYS HE IS FEELING MUCH BETTER. HE DOESN’T HAVE ANY MORE HEADACHES AND IS BACK, PLAYING HOCKEY.

	SOT/FULL

Johnny Coburn - Concussion Patient

Super@1:55
Runs:09
(Video covering 1st half of bite: Johnny and teammate skating)
	“I’m looking forward to playing with my team for a few years, playing really good hockey in college and hoping that I get to the NHL.” 

	B-ROLL

Johnny on the ice
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: BEFORE THIS NEW SCORING SYSTEM IS ADOPTED FOR USE IN CLINICAL PRACTICE, FURTHER RESEARCH IS NEEDED TO VALIDATE AND CONFIRM THE STUDY OUTCOMES.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
   TO CONTACT: Dr. Lynn Babcock call Jim Feuer at (513) 636-4656
 ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Lynn Babcock, M.D., M.S., - Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
QUOTE 1 Runs:05
 “More than 50 percent of children that present to emergency departments end up with headaches, post-concussion.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:13
“The rule was generated in this study was to actually give us some easy to use variables, there’s nine variables, that were going to be able to predict post-concussive symptoms in children who are presenting to the emergency department.” 
Johnny Coburn - Concussion Patient
QUOTE 1 Runs:11
“Much better, much better, I don’t have any headaches. I’m back to doing big tests and I’m getting better grades and I’m balanced.”
QUOTE 2 Runs:12
“I was in an open skate and then all of a sudden this guy comes up behind me and he just hits me in the back, and I go head first into the boards.” 
Mike Coburn - Johnny’s Dad

QUOTE 1 Runs:08
“As time went on, his headache got a little bit better but then when he started to increase some activity in school, that the headaches would re-occur.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:15

“Please err on the caution side.  Pull your son or daughter out of the sport.  Go see the right doctors.  Let them decide whether your child is cleared to go back in and then move forward from using their professional advice.” 
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