 [image: image1.jpg]JAMA

The Journal of the American Medical Association



RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     3:15 PM (ET) Monday, February 22, 2016 is:
“UPDATED DEFINITIONS AND CLINICAL CRITERIA FOR RECOGNIZING LIFE-THREATENING SEPSIS AND SEPTIC SHOCK”

Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 3:15 PM (ET) Monday, February 22, 2016
NOTE: SPECIAL EMBARGO DAY AND TIME

VO: SEPSIS IS A COMMON AND OFTEN LIFE-THREATENING INFECTION AND CAN ALSO BE INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT TO DIAGNOSE. A NEW STUDY RECAPPED THE FINDINGS OF AN INTERNATIONAL TASK FORCE THAT SET OUT TO UPDATE THE DEFINITION OF SEPSIS. THEY ALSO RELEASED A MORE STREAMLINED WAY TO RECOGNIZE SEPTIC PATIENTS SO TREATMENT CAN BE STARTED MORE QUICKLY.

 “Sepsis is when the body’s response to infection injures its own tissue and organs.”  
 VO: DR. CHRISTOPHER SEYMOUR FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND CO-AUTHORS SUMMARIZED THE TASK FORCE FINDINGS. IN A RELATED STUDY, THEY ALSO REVIEWED THE ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS OF MORE THAN A MILLION PATIENTS TO ASSESS THE USEFULNESS OF A CLINICAL SCORE KNOWN AS “SOFA”, USED TO IDENTIFY PATIENTS WITH SEPSIS. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
“The Task Force also identified something new called the Q-SOFA or quick SOFA which can be used as a clinical prompt at the bedside for doctors and nurses. This uses only vital signs such as altered mental status or low blood pressure, as well as difficulty breathing. Two of those will identify a patient most likely to be septic.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

