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“Fewer U.S. Cancer Patients Dying in the Hospital but I-C-U Care Remains Common”
TEASE RUNS: 05 (various shots in the ICU)
How well does the U-S health system care for cancer patients at the end of life…that’s next.
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INTRO: There’s a common perception that the United States spends a lot more on health care because it spends so much more on end of life care than other developed countries. So, how does the U-S compare to other nations? A new study examined several health care measures at the end of life for cancer patients in five European countries, Canada and the United States. Catherine Dolf explains in this week’s JAMA Report.
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Justin E. Bekelman, M.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
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(Video covering 2nd half of bite: nurse in hospital room)
	“We know that end of life care is intensive, we know it’s expensive, we know that still too many people are dying in the hospital, even today.” 
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Ezekiel Emanuel, M.D., Ph.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
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Runs:06
	“The United States is not the worst in end of life care, at least when it comes to cancer patients, nor is it the best.” 

	B-ROLL
Dr. Emanuel and Dr. Bekelman walking, nurse walking into hospital room with patient, nurse talking to patient, Graphic: Map with 7 different countries shown

	DOCTORS EZEKIEL EMANUEL AND JUSTIN BEKELMAN FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA PERELMAN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND CO-AUTHORS COMPARED THE HEALTH CARE EXPERIENCE FOR CANCER PATIENTS, OLDER THAN 65, IN SIX COUNTRIES AND THE U-S IN 20-10. THOSE COUNTRIES INCLUDED, CANADA, BELGIUM, GERMANY, ENGLAND, THE NETHERLANDS AND NORWAY. THEY EXAMINED SEVERAL CLINICAL MEASURES SIX AND ONE MONTH BEFORE DEATH.
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Justin E. Bekelman, M.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
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	“The United States and the Netherlands had the lowest proportion of patients dying in the hospital.” 

	B-ROLL
Graphic: Empty Hospital room, percentages wipe in over video

	ABOUT 22 PERCENT OF U-S CANCER PATIENTS DIED IN HOSPITALS. ALMOST 30 PERCENT IN THE NETHERLANDS; AND BELGIUM AND CANADA HAD JUST OVER 50 PERCENT OF PATIENTS DIE IN THE HOSPITAL.

	SOT/FULL

Ezekiel Emanuel, M.D., Ph.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
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(Video covering end of bite: hospital bed being pushed down the hall)
	“We have the fewest hospitalizations and we have the shortest number of hospital days of all patients.” 
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Justin E. Bekelman, M.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
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	“The U-S wasn’t as expensive as we might have thought or might have predicted.”
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Graphic: Map with hospital costs of each country
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Dr. Bekelman and Dr. Emanuel looking over study information


	DURING THE LAST SIX MONTHS OF LIFE, PATIENTS IN NORWAY AND CANADA HAD HIGHER HOSPITAL COSTS THAN PATIENTS IN THE U-S. THERE WAS LESS SPENDING IN GERMANY AND BELGIUM BUT THE LOWEST EXPENDITURES WERE IN THE NETHERLANDS AND ENGLAND.
THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.  BOTH RESEARCHERS NOTE THAT THERE ARE AREAS WHERE CARE CAN BE IMPROVED FOR U-S PATIENTS. 
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Ezekiel Emanuel, M.D., Ph.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
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(Video covering end of bite: lab worker preparing chemotherapy treatment)
	“The United States has far and away the most patients who end up in the intensive care unit in the last six months of life. About 40 percent of patients actually end up in the intensive care unit.  They spend the longest time of any country in the world. We also give a lot of chemotherapy to patients in the last six months of life.” 
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Justin E. Bekelman, M.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
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(Video covering end of bite: Various shots of patients and staff in ICU)
	“A question is for our patients, if they wrote the chapter about their last six months or about their last month, would it resemble the findings that we’re reporting? And I’ll bet the answer is no and that means we have more work to do.” 

	B-ROLL
Dr. Bekelman on camera
	CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.


TAG: THIS STUDY HELPS SET A BASELINE ABOUT HOW THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES CAN LEARN FROM EACH OTHER IN ORDER TO IMPROVE END OF LIFE CARE.
Please see the complete study for additional information, including other authors, author   contributions and affiliations, financial disclosures, funding and support, etc.
 TO CONTACT: Dr. Emanuel and Dr. Bekelman call Katie Delach at 215-349-5964  

ADDITIONAL SOUNDBITES:
Ezekiel Emanuel, M.D., Ph.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
QUOTE 1 Runs:16
 “While we’ve had substantial improvements, especially in getting patients out of the hospital and keeping them at home towards the end of life, we have a lot of room to go, especially when it comes to reducing our utilization of very expensive, high tech, intensive care unit and chemotherapy treatments.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:12
“I do think the medical community is now really ready to make that transition to actually make end of life care much more comfortable at home and much more in accord with patients’ and their family’s wishes.” 
QUOTE 3 Runs:16
“The United States is not the worst in the world and second of all no country performs optimally; every country has some major deficits. If there is one country which seems to actually be the furthest ahead, it’s probably the Netherlands.” 
Justin E. Bekelman, M.D., - University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine

QUOTE 1 Runs:12
“It’s more likely that patients will be dying in settings outside of the hospital in the United States and that’s an achievement that’s been pushed toward over the past 30 years.” 
QUOTE 2 Runs:10
“It is twice more common for a patient to be admitted to the ICU in the United States, in the six months before the end of life, than in other nations.” 
QUOTE 3 Runs:21
“Even though we’ve reduced the number of days in the hospital, the number of hospitalizations in comparison to other countries, when patients are admitted to the hospital, they are more likely to be admitted to the ICU and to have other measures of intensity of care, like chemotherapy use, near the end of life.” 
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