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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     11:00 AM (ET) Tuesday, January 19, 2016 is:
“Fewer U.S. Cancer Patients Dying in the Hospital but I-C-U Care Remains Common”
Radio script (TRT:XX)
EMBARGO: 11:00 AM (ET), Tuesday, January 19, 2016
VO: THERE’S A COMMON PERCEPTION THAT THE UNITED STATES SPENDS A LOT MORE ON HEALTH CARE BECAUSE IT SPENDS SO MUCH MORE ON END OF LIFE CARE THAN OTHER DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. SO, HOW DOES THE U-S COMPARE TO OTHER NATIONS? A NEW STUDY EXAMINED SEVERAL HEALTH CARE MEASURES AT THE END OF LIFE FOR CANCER PATIENTS IN THE U.S. AND SIX OTHER COUNTRIES. 

“The United States is not the worst in end of life care, at least when it comes to cancer patients, nor is it the best.” 
VO: DR. EZEKIEL EMANUEL FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA PERELMAN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND CO-AUTHORS COMPARED THE HEALTH CARE EXPERIENCE FOR CANCER PATIENTS, OLDER THAN 65, IN THE U-S, CANADA, BELGUIM, GERMANY, ENGLAND, THE NETHERLANDS, AND NORWAY. THEY EXAMINED SEVERAL CLINICAL MEASURES SIX AND ONE MONTH BEFORE DEATH. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“We have the fewest patients dying in the hospital of any country in the world. We have the fewest hospitalizations and the shortest number of hospital days of all patients. On the other hand, we have by far, the highest use of intensive care units in the last six months of life. We also give a lot of chemotherapy to patients in the last six months of life.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

