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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                     5:50 PM (ET) Friday, November 13, 2015 is:
“AN ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT FOR DIABETIC EYE DISEASE”

Radio script (TRT:60)
SPECIAL EMBARGO: 5:50 PM (ET), Friday, November 13, 2015
VO:  VISION LOSS IS ONE OF THE MOST FEARED COMPLICATIONS OF DIABETES.  IF IT ISN’T DIAGNOSED AND TREATED EARLY, DIABETIC RETINOPATHY CAN LEAD TO BLINDNESS.  FOR DECADES, LASER THERAPY HAS BEEN THE STANDARD WAY TO TREAT THIS COMPLICATION.  A NEW STUDY TESTED A DIFFERENT KIND OF TREATMENT TO SEE IF IT WOULD BE AS EFFECTIVE AS LASER THERAPY. 
“The most severe form of diabetic retinopathy is called proliferative diabetic retinopathy. There’s a development of abnormal scar tissue and blood vessels that are tugging on the retina.” 
  VO: DR. LEE JAMPOL FROM NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY AND CO-AUTHORS STUDIED MORE THAN 300 PATIENTS WITH THIS SEVERE FORM OF DIABETIC RETINOPATHY.  PATIENTS EITHER RECEIVED STANDARD LASER THERAPY OR TREATMENT WITH A NEWER KIND OF MEDICATION INJECTED DIRECTLY INTO THE EYE. OUTCOMES WERE COMPARED AT TWO YEARS. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
“Over the course of the two years the patients receiving the injections of the medication did somewhat better than the ones that got the laser.  It had less side effects.  The peripheral vision stayed about the same in the medication group but it was diminished in the patients that had the laser treatment.” 

CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

