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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                    11a.m. (ET) Tuesday, November 3, 2015 is:
“PRESCRIPTION DRUG USE CONTINUES TO RISE IN THE U-S”

Radio script (TRT:59)
EMBARGO: 11 a.m. (ET) Tuesday, November 3, 2015

VO: PRESCRIPTION DRUGS REPRESENT A MAJOR HEALTHCARE EXPENSE AND THE NUMBER OF ADULTS IN THE U.S. TAKING PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS IS INCREASING. A NEW STUDY EXAMINED TRENDS IN PRESCRIPTION DRUG USE FROM 1999 TO 2012 AMONG U-S ADULTS.
“In 1999-2000 51 percent of all US adults age 20 and older reported any use of prescription medications and this increased to 59 percent in 2011-12.  15 percent of all adults reported use of 5 or more drugs in 2011-12.” 
   VO: DR. ELIZABETH KANTOR FROM MEMORIAL SLOAN KETTERING CANCER CENTER AND CO-AUTHORS EXAMINED MORE THAN A DECADE OF DATA FROM NEARLY 40 THOUSAND PEOPLE PARTICIPATING IN THE N-HANES SURVEY. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
“The most commonly used drug in 2011-2012 was simvastatin, a drug taken to control high cholesterol. This was not universal and some drug classes remained stable over the study period and some modestly decreased over the study period.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

