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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                    11a.m. (ET) Monday, October 5, 2015 is:
“FLU VACCINE REDUCES HOSPITALIZATIONS FOR PNEUMONIA”

Radio script (TRT:55)
EMBARGO: 11 a.m. (ET) Monday, October 5, 2015

VO: INFLUENZA OR THE FLU IS A VIRAL INFECTION AFFECTING THE RESPIRATORY SYSTEM. PNEUMONIA IS A SERIOUS COMPLICATION OF INFLUENZA.  A NEW STUDY EXAMINED WHETHER GETTING A FLU SHOT CAN HELP REDUCE HOSPITALIZATIONS DUE TO INFLUENZA PNEUMONIA. 
“The most effective way to prevent some of the influenza infections is vaccination.” 
VO: DR. CARLOS GRIJALVA (Gree-hahl-BAH) FROM VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER AND CO-AUTHORS EVALUATED MORE THAN 27 HUNDRED PATIENTS OVER THREE CONSECUTIVE FLU SEASONS. ALL PATIENTS WERE ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL FROM THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT. THE RESEARCHERS DETERMINED HOW MANY PATIENTS WITH PNEUMONIA HAD BEEN VACCINATED AGAINST INFLUENZA.  THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“About 6 percent of those patients had pneumonia due to influenza. Influenza vaccine was associated with a lower risk of hospitalization for influenza pneumonia. We estimated that the vaccine effectiveness was 57 percent.” 
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

