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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                    11a.m. (ET) Tuesday, September 1, 2015 is:
“GENETIC TESTING IN CHILDREN WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER”

Radio script (TRT:58)
EMBARGO: 11 a.m. (ET) Tuesday, September 1, 2015

VO: AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER OR A-S-D REPRESENTS A DIVERSE GROUP OF CONDITIONS. IF RESEARCHERS CAN BETTER UNDERSTAND THE GENETICS OF A-S-D, IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO IDENTIFY AND DIAGNOSE AT-RISK CHILDREN SOONER.  A NEW STUDY EXAMINED THE RESULTS OF TWO KINDS OF GENETIC TESTS IN A GROUP OF CHILDREN DIAGNOSED WITH A-S-D.
“We believe that there’s over a hundred different genetic changes that can predispose a person to the development of an autism spectrum disorder.” 
VO: DR. BRIDGET FERNANDEZ FROM MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY IN NEWFOUNDLAND AND CO-AUTHORS PERFORMED TWO NEWER GENETIC TESTS ON 258 CHILDREN WITH A-S-D. THE CHILDREN WERE ALSO CLOSELY EXAMINED FOR SUBTLE PHYSICAL DIFFERENCES AND BIRTH DEFECTS AND PUT INTO THREE GROUPS BASED ON THE SEVERITY OF THESE PHYSICAL DIFFERENCES.  THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“About 16 percent of the children had a positive genetic test. The children in the morphologically complex group, 35 percent of them had a positive genetic test.” 

CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

