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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at http://broadcast.jamanetwork.com/ [broadcast.jamanetwork.com] and www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

                    11a.m. (ET) Tuesday, May 5 2015 is:
“Non-Aggressive Strain of Bacteria Helps Reduce 

Recurrent C. difficile Infection”
Radio script (TRT:60)
EMBARGO: 11 a.m. (ET) Tuesday, May 5, 2015

VO: C-DIFFICILE OR C-DIFF. IS A COMMON AND SOMETIMES DEADLY HEALTH CARE-ASSOCIATED INFECTION. ALMOST 500 THOUSAND CASES ARE DIAGNOSED EACH YEAR IN THE U.S., USUALLY AFFECTING HOSPITALIZED PATIENTS AND OTHERS TAKING ANTIBIOTICS. THE SYMPTOMS INCLUDE SEVERE DIARRHEA AND COLITIS. EVEN AFTER TREATMENT, C-DIFF FREQUENTLY RETURNS. A NEW STUDY EXAMINED A POTENTIAL WAY TO PREVENT THE INFECTION FROM COMING BACK. 

“If that strain can be established in your gut it will keep out the toxigenic strains, in fact it may even force out some of these toxigenic strains.” 
VO: DR. DALE GERDING FROM THE EDWARD HINES V-A HOSPITAL AND CO-AUTHORS LOOKED AT 168 PATIENTS WITH RECENT C-DIFF AND DIVIDED THEM INTO FOUR TREATMENT GROUPS. THREE OF THE GROUPS RECEIVED VARYING DOSES OF THE NON-TOXIGENIC C-DIFF STRAIN. THE FOURTH GROUP RECEIVED A PLACEBO. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
“We got about 70 percent of patients to colonize with this strain after treatment. In the group that received any dose of this nontoxigenic strain we reduced the recurrence rate to 11 percent. Among the three different doses, the best dose reduced it to 5 percent.”
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

