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RADIO REPORT
Each week, JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association produces a one-minute radio news package, and makes it available to stations free of charge at www.thejamareport.org
Producers can download mp3 versions of the packages, and are free to edit the pieces and/or use the actualities as best suits their stations’ needs.
This week’s package, embargoed until:

4 p.m. (ET) Tuesday, October 14, 2014 is:
“TWO WIDELY USED QUALITY MEASURES FOR OBSTETRIC CARE NOT ASSOCIATED WITH SEVERE COMPLICATIONS IN MOTHERS AND BABIES”
Radio script (TRT:58)

October 14,  2014

VO: EACH YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES, ABOUT 60 THOUSAND WOMEN AND ONE OUT OF EVERY TEN LOW-RISK BABIES EXPERIENCE SEVERE COMPLICATIONS DURING AND AFTER CHILDBIRTH. THERE ARE EXISTING QUALITY MEASURES USED TO ASSESS THESE COMPLICATION RATES IN ORDER TO HELP HOSPITALS PROVIDE BETTER CARE. A NEW STUDY EVALUATED TWO OF THESE MEASURES TO DETERMINE IF THEY WERE ASSOCIATED WITH SEVERE COMPLICATIONS IN MOTHERS AND THEIR BABIES. 
“There’s significant variation in how well hospitals perform in the care they deliver to women during their delivery hospitalization.” 
VO: DR. ELIZABETH HOWELL FROM THE ICAHN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AT MT. SINAI AND CO-AUTHORS EXAMINED WHETHER ELECTIVE DELIVERIES PERFORMED PRIOR TO 39 WEEKS OF GESTATION AND CESAREAN DELIVERIES IN LOW-RISK WOMEN WERE ASSOCIATED WITH SEVERE COMPLICATIONS IN MOTHERS AND THEIR BABIES. DELIVERIES TOOK PLACE AT 41 NEW YORK CITY HOSPITALS DURING 2010. THE STUDY APPEARS IN JAMA, JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

“Hopsitals that performed well on these quality measures didn’t necessarily have low rates of severe complications in moms or babies.”
CATHERINE DOLF, THE JAMA REPORT.   

