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Intro

The European Parliament last night approved a draft reform of the Electoral Act of 1976 to make the next European elections more visible and attractive for citizens.

Shotlist

BRUXELLES, BELGIQUE (NOVEMBER 10 & 11, 2015) (SOCIALISTS AND DEMOCRATS, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT - ACCESS ALL) 
1. CUTAWAYS: VARIOUS OF JO LEINEN (CO-AUTHOR OF THE EP RESOLUTION ON THE ELECTORAL REFORM) TALKING TO A JOURNALIST

2. JO LEINEN SAYING (ENGLISH): “We want to make the next European elections much more attractive and visible”. 
3. CUTAWAYS: VARIOUS OF JO LEINEN (CO-AUTHOR OF THE EP RESOLUTION ON THE ELECTORAL REFORM) TALKING TO A JOURNALIST

5. JO LEINEN SAYING (ENGLISH): “We propose that young people at the age of 16 should be able to participate in European elections and that maybe in the future we’ll have electronic voting”.

4. CUTAWAYS: VARIOUS OF JO LEINEN (CO-AUTHOR OF THE EP RESOLUTION ON THE ELECTORAL REFORM) TALKING TO A JOURNALIST

16. JO LEINEN SAYING (ENGLISH): “In the future, we should have tip lists or equivalent methods to respect equality between men and women”.
5. CUTAWAYS: VARIOUS OF JO LEINEN (CO-AUTHOR OF THE EP RESOLUTION ON THE ELECTORAL REFORM) TALKING TO A JOURNALIST

6. JO LEINEN SAYING (ENGLISH): “So peoples’ vote elect the Parliament and the Parliament’s vote elect the boss of the European executive body”.
7. CUTAWAYS: VARIOUS OF JO LEINEN (CO-AUTHOR OF THE EP RESOLUTION ON THE ELECTORAL REFORM) TALKING TO A JOURNALIST

8. VOXPOP (VARIOUS VIDEO QUOTES FROM BRUSSEL’S CITIZENS SAYING - FRENCH): 
· European elections, what does it mean to you?

-“Brussels is very important for me”

- “Yes, as for everybody”

- “Without a European government, nothing will change” 
- “I think this is important”

- “It is important in theory but there is no connection with the everyday citizen”

· Voting at 16, what do you think about it ?
- “The European dimension is essential for young people”

- “16 is too young”

       - “I have the impression that 16 is a bit young. It is important to make young people aware but I think voting at 16 is young” 
       - “Yes, this is a good think because it will enable young people to feel responsible.”

· What about improving the gender balance in the voting list ?
-“For me, ideas and politics have no sex”

- “We need gender parity on the European voting lists”

- “the gender should not influence people’s political power” 
- “This is absolutely essential. There is maybe more women than men on earth so I don’t see why women could not have their place in politics”

· What do you think about the electronic vote ?
-“It might motivate some people. ”

- “We wouldn’t wake-up in the morning and we would vote via our computers. Yes, it will be really great”.”

- “It would avoid people to wake-up early, get out of their house and queue. That facility is a good option but we have to ensure that electronic vote is secured”. 
STORY:
The European Parliament last night approved a draft reform of the Electoral Act of 1976 to make the next European elections more visible and attractive for citizens.

 

S&D Euro MP and co-author of the draft law, Jo Leinen stressed:
"The introduction of the lead candidate campaign in the 2014 European election has been a democratic progress and a step forward in building a European public sphere. Voters were able to directly influence the election of the President of the European Commission. But this is not enough.

 

"The current provisions for the European elections stem from a time when the European Parliament was a consultative assembly and are outdated. We have a European Parliament that is elected by 28 national elections and election campaigns remain focused on national topics and personalities.

 

"To strengthen the European dimension in the election campaigns we need to make the European political parties more visible. The respective European party should appear alongside the national party on the ballot paper to give the voter the possibility to make an informed choice. European parties would have to nominate their candidate for the European Commission 12 weeks before the start of the electoral period. Electoral lists will have to be established 12 weeks before the elections.

 

"In order to avoid further fragmentation of the parliament and safeguard its functioning, an obligatory electoral threshold of between 3 and 5% should be introduced."

 

S&D Group spokesperson on constitutional affairs, Mercedes Bresso added:
 

"We also want to defend three important values and ideas. The first is gender balance. We demand that electoral lists ensure gender equality. It is unacceptable that only 37% of MEPs are women.

 

"The second is to create joint cross-border constituencies in order to support the Europeanization of politics. And the third is the increase of participation.

 

"We are eager to encourage voting. We propose the introduction of electronic voting and postal voting. Today, too many citizens are forbidden from voting in the European elections because they live in a different member state away from their home country. In the longer term, member states should consider harmonizing the voting age to 16."
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