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#STOPTHECRASH: A NEW GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP PROMOTING LIFE SAVING CRASH AVOIDANCE TECHNOLOGIES

Today’s crash avoidance technologies are capable of preventing many types of vehicle collision before they happen. For example, worldwide studies have confirmed the effectiveness of Electronic Stability Control (ESC) in reducing fatalities in single vehicle crashes by as much as 40%.

Launched to coincide with the publication of the latest World Health Organisation Global Status Report on Road Safety, #STOPTHECRASH is a partnership led by Global NCAP, campaigning for the widest availability of these life-saving technologies. 

In support of the UN’s Global Goals and the Decade of Action for Road Safety, #STOPTHECRASH will focus on promoting the key safety systems with proven real world effectiveness. These are:

- Electronic Stability Control (ESC)

- Autonomous Emergency Braking (AEB)

- Anti-Lock Brakes for Motorcycles (ABS)

The Partnership will also highlight the importance of tyre safety particularly, the importance of tyre pressure and adequate tread depth. 

In its new Report the World Health Organisation (WHO) warns that global road deaths have plateaued at 1.25 million per year and that more action is urgently needed to meet the UN’s new target to halve this figure by 2020. The WHO Report also includes for the first time, country by country data on vehicle safety including the crash avoidance system ESC. 

Considered to be the most significant advance in vehicle safety since the introduction of the seat belt, ESC is one of the most important crash avoidance systems currently available. In the European Union, where ESC became a mandatory requirement in all new cars from 1 November 2014, it is estimated that since 1995 at least 188,500 crashes involving injury have been avoided and more than 6,100 lives saved by ESC. In the United States, where ESC became mandatory from 2012, it is estimated that already more than 6000 lives have been saved.

ESC is now mandatory in Australia, Canada, the European Union, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, Russia, South Korea, Turkey and the USA and will soon also be in Argentina. However, Global NCAP believes that the current ESC global fitment rate of just over 60% of new passenger cars and light duty vehicles is too low and wants this to be raised to 100% by 2020. 

Global NCAP is recommending that all UN Member States, especially those that have significant automobile production, mandate ESC in all new models by 2018 and in all automobiles in production by the end of the UN Decade of Action for Road Safety in 2020.

David Ward, Secretary General of Global NCAP said:

“Today safety technologies can prevent crashes altogether rather than just protecting people when one occurs. Our new partnership supports the UN’s Global Goals and the ambitious target to halve road deaths by 2020. That is why we want all new cars to be equipped with Electronic Stability Control and are strongly promoting automatic braking and anti-lock brakes in motorcycles. These life-saving technologies will help reduce the toll of more than 3,000 people killed every day in crashes on the world’s roads.”

Thomas Burkhardt, ADAC Vice President Technical Services:

“We are happy to support such an important initiative. Right after seatbelts and airbags, ESC for passenger cars is life saver number two in the world. Together with ABS for motorcycles it will save millions of lives worldwide. We believe that top safety standards for cars and motorcycles are required around the globe. Road safety is a human right for everyone!”

Jan Carlson, President and CEO of Autoliv said:

“We are committed to the Stop the Crash Partnership. It aligns perfectly with our company’s vision of Saving More Lives and mission of delivering the safety systems for the future car. By working together we will be able to reduce fatalities and injuries further.”

Dr. Dirk Hoheisel, member of the board of management of Robert Bosch GmbH said:

“For Bosch, safety comes first. For many years, we have been working to realize the vision of accident- and injury-free driving. Early on, we laid the foundation stone for road traffic with fewer and fewer accidents when we developed ABS and ESC. Today, our portfolio goes much further: our comprehensive predictive pedestrian protection system keeps not only drivers and passengers from harm, but also vulnerable road users. Our customized solutions support the worldwide efforts of automakers and governments to make life-saving technologies standard equipment in every vehicle. Our systems are not just becoming more and more powerful, but more and more cost-effective as well. We will continue to pursue this course.”

Frank Jourdan, Member of the Executive Board of Continental AG and President of the Chassis & Safety Division said:

“We have been pursuing our long-term strategy ‘Vision Zero’ for many years. With innovations and by continuously refining and improving our components and systems, we are playing a leading part in the drive to improve road safety. We see ‘Vision Zero’ as comprising three successive stages: of paramount importance is the avoidance of any traffic fatalities, then reducing the number of injuries to zero. Are there no more accidents at all, we have fulfilled our ‘Vision Zero’. Since seatbelts, ESC, tire pressure monitoring systems (TPMS) and ABS for commercial vehicles became mandatory, the total number of road traffic fatalities, injuries and accidents has declined significantly. That said, the annual toll of more than 1.2 million people killed on the world’s roads every year is still shockingly high and not acceptable. We must make a concerted effort to reduce these numbers.”

Nikolai Setzer, Member of the Executive Board of Continental AG and President of the Tire Division said:

“Tires are the sole point of contact between the vehicle and the road. All forces transmitted to the road are put down via a footprint no bigger than the size of a postcard. In a critical situation, it is the tire that determines whether the vehicle can stop in time – or whether it stays safely on course through a corner. This is why we want to inform as many drivers as possible, all over the world, about the safety benefits of using high-tech tires inflated to the correct pressure and with adequate tread depth. From now on, we will be positioning the technology-oriented Continental premium tire brand even more closely around the long-term goal ‘Vision Zero’, an area in which Continental as a company stands to benefit from synergies among its broad portfolio of safety technologies.” 

Hiroyuki Wakabayashi, Senior Executive Director of DENSO said:

"Safety is one of our top priorities. We are engaged in this partnership to work towards an accident-free society where drivers, passengers, pedestrians and all stakeholders including friends and families can have peace of mind. We are committed to develop and deliver safety technologies of sophisticated sensors and driver-friendly HMI (Human Machine Interface), to all people, all over the world."

Peter Shaw, Chief Executive of Thatcham Research said:

“As a worldwide centre of excellence in testing and evaluating crash avoidance and autonomous driving technology, Thatcham Research is proud to be a founding partner of the Stop the Crash campaign.  Active vehicle safety systems such as ESC and AEB can prevent thousands of potential crashes across the world.  By highlighting these technologies to consumers and policy makers, Stop the Crash will help accelerate their adoption and ultimately save lives.”

Dr. Franz Kleiner, CEO of ZF TRW said:

“‘Stop the Crash is another significant step in the effort to reduce and eventually eliminate fatalities and serious accidents from global roadways.

“Working collaboratively with our partners and the global NCAP organization presents a great opportunity to help promote potentially life-saving safety technologies and raise the awareness of how safety systems can help vehicle occupants, pedestrians and other road users to have a safer journey.”  

EDITORS NOTE:

Led by Global NCAP, the #STOPTHECRASH Partnership includes the ADAC, Autoliv, Bosch, Continental, Denso, Thatcham, ZF-TRW, and the Toward Zero Foundation. 

All are united in their shared commitment to promote advanced vehicle safety technologies in support of the UN's Global Goals and the Decade of Action for Road Safety.

#STOPTHECRASH will host a live demonstration of the key crash avoidance systems for delegates and media attending the 2nd Global High Level Conference on Road Safety hosted by the Brazilian government on November 17 in Brasilia.

For more information visit the campaign web site www.stopthecrash.org

For regular campaign updates follow and share on the campaign twitter feed @stopthecrash. 

WHO GLOBAL STATUS REPORT ON ROAD SAFETY 2015

The WHO’s Global Status Report, the third in the series, is the most comprehensive global survey of country by country road safety performance. It provides an overall assessment of progress at the mid-point of the UN Decade of Action and highlights where more action is needed.

The 2015 report shows that the number of road traffic deaths – 1.25 million in 2013 – has remained fairly constant since 2007, despite the increase in global motorization. The plateau in road traffic deaths set against a 3% increase in global population and 16% increase in motorization suggests road safety efforts may have prevented deaths that would otherwise have occurred. It shows that the Decade’s aim to “stabilize and then reduce” the level of road traffic fatalities has been partially achieved but much more will need to be done to ensure an overall decline. In the context of the new UN Global Goal’s target to cut road deaths and injuries in half by 2020, the new report serves as a call to action.

For the first time the 2015 Status report includes a detailed section on vehicle safety and the country by country survey has data related to three key safety standards. These are frontal impact, pedestrian protection and electronic stability control. As a result the 2015 Status Report will give prominence to ESC as a key benchmark for assessing progress for the remainder of the UN Decade. Global NCAP holds consultative status with the UN and has assisted the WHO in preparing the vehicle safety aspects of their new report.

