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Gerard de Rooy wins 6th special stage, Iveco first in the general standings
Gerard de Rooy won his 4th stage victory in the truck segment of the 6th stage of the current Dakar. The title holder was consistently chased throughout the stage by the competing Kamaz trucks. Nikolaev lies 18'40'' behind in the general standings, whilst Mardeev trails de Rooy by 30'32''. 
Stage 6 saw De Rooy's teammates experience major problems. Hans Stacey, who was yesterday's quickest driver in the truck category, lost a considerable amount of time after rolling his truck over, front forwards. Although Stacey managed to get his truck back on track with the help of teammate René Kuipers, a lead in the race is now far from his reach.
At the start of the special stage Hans Stacey and his Iveco New Trakker were ahead of Eduard Nikolaev, Iveco teammate Gerard de Rooy and Ayrat Mardeev. The struggle between the category's elite drivers promised to be of epic proportions, a battle between Iveco and Kamaz.
The two Iveco trucks driven by Miki Biasion and Gerard de Rooy were struggling in fifth and sixth place respectively at CP2 (after 131 km). The Tatras, Kamaz and Man trucks were leading the stage: Russian driver Eduard Nikolaev (Kamaz) was in front. Behind him were Czech driver Ales Loprais (Tatra), Dutch driver Pieter Versluis in a Man truck and then Biasion and De Rooy, following respectively 5'31" and 6'26" behind the Russian.

Midway through the stage Gerard de Rooy climbed to the fourth position with Italian driver Miki Biasion 5'47" behind the stage leader. After 384 km, Eduard Nikolaev, the leader of the truck special stage was forced to stop due to mechanical problems. At that point it appeared that Ales Loprais would be the stage winner.
However Dutchman De Rooy did not spare his truck to reel in his opponents on the last part of the route. Andrey Karginov finished in second, 34" behind De Rooy and only one second ahead of Pieter Versluis, such was the intensity of the battle. Fifth place was for Miki Biasion. At the end of the stage, Hans Stacey was forced to leave the competition following his accident. 

The first place in the overall ranking is now held by Gerard de Rooy. However, 18'40" is a time gap that does not allow the leader to relax just yet, the same goes for the 30'32" that separates him from Ayrat Mardeev.

The 7th stage, which will take place today, will be a special of 218 km from Calama to Salta.
Iveco

Iveco, a Fiat Industrial company, designs, manufactures and markets a wide range of light, medium and heavy commercial vehicles, off-road trucks, city and intercity buses and coaches as well as special vehicles for applications such as firefighting, off-road missions, defence and civil protection. Iveco employs close to 25,000 individuals globally. It manages production sites in 11 countries throughout Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania and Latin America where it produces vehicles featuring the latest advanced technologies. 5,000 sales and service outlets in over 160 countries guarantee technical support wherever an Iveco vehicle is at work.
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