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A pure taste experience for 500 years
The Bavarian Purity Law celebrates its anniversary / There are lots of beer-related events coming up in 2016
MUNICH (by.TM March 16). Bavarian beer has a legendary reputation. Anyone who has ever tried a Münchner Helles, a Bamberger Rauchbier, an Oberpfälzer Zoigl or an Allgäuer Bock knows that it is above all the taste and the great quality upon which the image of Bavarian beer is built. And this taste and diversity would not be possible if the Bavarian brewers had not preserved their craft for centuries. 
And thus, this year sees Bavaria celebrate the oldest law relating to food and drink in the world that is still valid to this day: the Bavarian Purity Law. The Bavarian dukes Wilhelm IV and Ludwig X passed the Purity Law in 1516 in Ingolstadt. Right from the start, the aim of the brewing regulations was to ensure a consistently high quality of the beer. "The Purity Law is a great example of a Bavarian institution that has been preserved over the centuries and yet has still maintained its validity to this day. Bavaria can be proud of the fact that such an old law still shapes the good image of Bavarian beer to this day", explains Jens Huwald, Managing Director of BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH (by.TM). 
On the occasion of the 500th anniversary, this year the Free State of Bavaria invites people to experience more about the tradition of Bavarian beer with numerous festivals, exhibitions, tours and other activities. Here, by.TM has summarised an extract from the diverse programme of events: 
Munich celebrates 500 years of the Purity Law 
From 22nd to 24 July 2016, a large festival all about the art of brewing will take place around Munich's Odeonsplatz. Some 100 Bavarian brewers will be present. Besides well-known favourites and new beer specialities, delicacies from all the different regions in Bavaria will be served, and a programme of musical entertainment presented on three different stages.
"The keepers of the Purity Law" touring exhibition 
An exhibition of photographs from the Bavarian Brewers' Association will be making its way through seven Bavarian cities, from Munich to Nuremberg, from February to November 2016. It shows the people behind Bavarian beer – with amusing photographs, understated portraits and dynamic shots.
Ingolstadt – "Home of the Purity Law"
Ingolstadt will be celebrating the anniversary with a range of events. Examples include the Historical Festival of Pure Beer which will take place between 22nd and 24th April 2016; special beer-themed tours of the town from April to October; and a large town festival from 3rd to 5th June 2016.
"Beer in Bavaria" state exhibition in Aldersbach
The Bavarian state exhibition "Beer in Bavaria" will take place in the former Aldersbach Abbey between 29th April and 30th October 2016. It is a joint project between the House of Bavarian History, the district of Passau and the parish of Aldersbach, in co-operation with the Brauerei Aldersbach. The cultural history of beer and the art of brewing will both be as central an exhibition theme as beer riots, brewing pioneers and aspects of beer consumption.
Brewing culture in Erlangen
The former beer export town of Erlangen is celebrating its brewing culture on 23rd April 2016 under the heading "500 years of the Purity Law – Brewing culture in Erlangen". Interesting activities and exhibitions about beer and the Purity Law, as well as the beer export town of Erlangen will take place at numerous venues. You will be able to experience real-life brewing history up close on Schlossplatz. A cooper will demonstrate the old art of making casks, whilst famous local artists will provide the entertainment at the various event venues.
Beer festival in the brewery village of Rettenberg
Rettenberg is the beer town in the Allgäu: It is home to three breweries, one of which is over 565 years old and is currently being run by the 21st generation of the Zötler family; as such, it is the oldest family brewery in the world. On 23rd April, the "Day of Beer", Rettenberg will hold a great festival in the Kurpark: The Anniversary Beer, which has been brewed together by the three master brewers from the three breweries, will be served from 5 pm.
About BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH
BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH (by.TM) is the official marketing company for the Bavarian tourism and leisure industry in Bavaria, Germany. The company presents the entire range of tourist attractions in the Free State of Bavaria under the Bayern® umbrella brand. Thus, together with all Bavarian tourism partners, by.TM provides guests from across the globe with attractive and varied holiday ideas. Over the past year, the holiday region of Bavaria has succeeded in further consolidating its position as the number one holiday destination in Germany. The latest figures from the Free State of Bavaria record 34.2 million guest arrivals and 88.1 million nights spent in the region. For more information about the diversity of holidays in Bavaria and about BAYERN TOURISMUS Marketing GmbH, please visit www.bavaria.by.
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