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ADIDAS PRESENTS TRUE MULTI-SPORT INNOVATION FOR LONDON 2012
As a true multi-sport innovator, adidas has created its most technically advanced range ever for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Through working closely with athletes from archery to weightlifting and looking at the individual technical challenges they face within their discipline, adidas has created a range that is as functional as it is comfortable.  

Aquatics – Swimming, Synchronised Swimming, Diving
Swimmers competing in London will enjoy the benefits of adidas’ hydrofoil suits made from tight-fitting, super-light fabric combined with an industry-leading hydrophobic finish that reduces drag to a minimum.  For additional comfort the suits feature bonded seams to prevent chaffing during performance. The adizero gld2o is the lightest swimsuit adidas has ever produced and tests show it gives a 2% increase in speed
.
The London 2012 ladies diving suit comes with thin straps ensuring maximum movement and is made using a variety of materials including Polyamide which is 100% recycled.
Archery

Due to the nature of the sport, archers require performance wear that can withstand the large amounts of friction that the sport entails. For the first time, London 2012 will see archers benefit from the inclusion of integrated protective fabrics in the chest and sleeve of the performance shirt designed to ensure the garment does not snag against the bow.  

The protective fabric incorporates adidas’ DEFLEXION technology on the forearm of the archery shirts, which provides extremely flexible protection without compromising function and comfort. Further innovations featured within the performance shirt include a panel at the back of the neck which offers protection from the sun for long outdoor games. 

Due to London’s unpredictable weather, the entire range is specifically designed for rainy conditions, and athletes will enjoy the benefits of the first fully seam-sealed and fully breathable waterproof rain jacket. Not only keeping athletes dry, this jacket (which is specifically designed for the needs of the archer) also allows for a wide range of movement and flexibility thanks to its detachable hood and sleeves.
Athletics – Track, Field, Combined, Marathon 
Athletes will compete in the most technologically advanced apparel that adidas has ever produced. The ClimaCoolTM Dassler Fitted Singlet is made from reactive fibres that work with the body’s natural climate control systems to enhance breathability. It has no seams for maximum comfort, allowing the athlete to keep their mind on the race. 
Sprinters will also benefit from TECHFITTM PowerWEB technology that will feature in the sprint suits, which help to create more efficient body movements, better posture and improved energy storage. Updated for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic games, TECHFITTM PowerWEB is lighter than ever before, offering enhanced ventilation and breathability to ensure performance isn’t affected by overheating or discomfort. 

Badminton

adidas badminton apparel makes athletes feel faster because of the extremely lightweight material and the specific ForMotion cut that allows for better freedom of movement. 

Due to low air circulation on indoor courts, badminton players need apparel that will work harder to keep them cooler. The badminton shirt aims to do that and features adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology. Mesh inserts in the main sweat zones, including the back of the shirt, provide the best ClimaCoolTM experience. 
The 2012 shorts are made of a super-lightweight Japanese fabric which means that they are 30% lighter than previous versions. 
Basketball

adidas’ basketball apparel incorporates TECHFITTM PowerWEB technology where it is needed the most, along the athlete’s core. This encourages more efficient power output during movements such as leaping vertically. 

The basketball shirt also features lightweight padding that mimics muscle fibres in order to achieve natural movement whilst allowing for maximum protection. 

To help the athletes deal with indoor sporting conditions, the basketball shirt incorporates adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology, using specially placed mesh inserts to prevent excessive sweating and maintain breathability throughout the entire jersey.  

Boxing

2012 marks the first time that women will compete in boxing at the Olympics. Women’s boxing apparel also features elastic silicon tape inside the singlet which helps to fix the jersey in place. This prevents game interludes where athletes need to adjust their garments as they come lose, either through movement or the tactics of an opponent desperate for a time out. 

Across the range, adidas has produced apparel to aid athlete’s performance. 
Incorporating adidas’ TECHFITTM PowerWEB innovation, the boxing apparel features special TPU panels that support muscles to amplify the explosive movements that are key for boxing, while the push-pull ClimaCoolTM fabric quickly wicks away sweat. 
Beach Volleyball
As a sport performed under the summer sun, beach volleyball players require kit that will keep them as cool as possible. Enter adidas’ beach volleyball solution. 

Constructed out of some of the highest-quality sustainable fabrics available, the women’s two piece and men’s singlet and shorts incorporate specially placed mesh inserts designed to wick away moisture using adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology. 

Canoeing/Kayaking – Slalom, Sprint, 
Whereas previously wearing kit designed for rowing, adidas’ athletes will enjoy canoe specific apparel for the first time in London 2012 designed to complement the individual needs of this discipline. Whereas the rowing suit was designed to accommodate the backwards movement of the athlete, the canoeing suit is specific to the multi-direction motions required of the athlete.  

The canoeing and kayaking suits contain wide arm holes for maximum freedom of movement for athletes, while an anti-slip area at the bottom of the suit gives them a more secure point of contact in the canoe or kayak, reducing loss of energy and body movement. Athletes will feel faster because of the lightweight, aerodynamic fabrics, increased freedom of movement and effective seam placements.

The suits also make use of adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology with specially placed mesh inserts on the back to help with canoeists’ main heat zone.  
Cycling – BMX, Mountain Biking, Road, Track
Due to the high speed of cycling sports, cyclists require kit that helps them go faster through optimized fit whilst not sacrificing comfort. 

adidas has created apparel that uses cyclic-specific engineered patterns with an optimised cut to provide one of the fastest kits available on the Olympic track cycling circuit and on the road. These fit like a “spray on suit” providing athletes with a second skin that is lightweight and moveable.  
Fencing

The fencing suit is cut to support athletes’ movements and is stronger than ever before, having been made from a high-tensile fibre that is also used in bullet-proof jackets. The material is antibacterial and features adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology to wick away moisture and keep competitors cool, while specialist fabric cutting supports athlete’s movements. 
Football

Footballers wearing adidas kit at this summer’s Games will feel the boost of TECHFITTM PowerWEB technology. Compression technology will help increase blood flow, decrease muscle vibration and increase postural awareness, helping them to run faster.

The single layer TECHFITTM PowerWEB jersey avoids the need for a TECHFITTM base layer and a ForMotion jersey, essential in the heat of the Summer Games. Moreover, the kit also features adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology to keep the athlete cool during long outdoor matches. 

Gymnastics – Artistic, Trampolining, Rhythmic
For the first time, at the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, male gymnasts will benefit from new TECHFITTM PowerWEB technology that helps them achieve the perfect posture and keep their backs straight for that vital extra tenth of a point. 

All gymnastics leotards feature unique four-way stretch properties to accommodate the variety of movements of the sport. The suits also incorporate a patented fit technology preventing them from riding up, ensuring an athlete’s focus remains on their routine. New lightweight fabrics also offer improved breathability thanks to adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology. 

Handball

Due to the high-energy nature of the sport, handball players require apparel that will move naturally with their body during the game. The 3D-engineered ForMotion cut of the handball kit ensures the athlete has a wide range of movement and is not restricted at the shoulders. 

adidas’ most powerful and durable handball kit also ensures that the athlete is kept cooler for longer thanks to ClimaCoolTM technology, incorporated into the handball jersey.  
The new handball apparel is ensuring maximum comfort, ultimate strength and freedom of movement.
Hockey

3D-engineered ForMotion cut allows apparel to move naturally with the athlete’s body during performance, enabling a wide range of movement with no restrictions at the shoulders. TECHFITTM PowerWEB placement helps efficient energy transfer through the core, supporting stressed lower back muscles.

adidas is also providing a range of hockey sticks for London 2012 featuring adiGrip, DUALROD and Touch Compound technologies. 

DUALROD technology involves two carbon rods formed into the shaft of the hockey stick. Each carbon rod is filled with foam to aid in shock absorption whilst keeping the power contained through the bow. Each rod is carefully placed in the stick to ensure all power generated is captured and returned whether you are striking, flicking or pushing the ball. 

Designed and placed to aid control of the ball for passing, flicking and receiving for the modern game is adidas’ Touch Compound technology. For pushing and flick shots the compound will support the contact area between the hook and ball. This allows the player to keep the ball under control for longer for greater accuracy and power generation. 
Within certain adidas hockey sticks there are viscous rubber cuffs that sit directly under the adidas rubber grip - adiGrip technology. These cuffs are designed to absorb and disperse any shock travelling through the stick after impact. The cuff is fully bonded to the pre-shaped handle to ensure smooth and easy transition of any grip changes. 
Judo

The 2012 judo kit is a completely new design which features a cutting-edge weaving system for improved grip .Thanks to a unique mix of polyester and cotton fabric, the judo kit offers strong resistance to counteract the effects of this high-impact sport, whilst being cut to complement the movements of the discipline. The construction of the suit conforms to the latest International Judo Federation rules, which favour strong judo techniques.

Rowing

Prior to the race, London 2012 athletes for the first time will enjoy the benefits of adidas’ innovative fully water-proof warm up jacket. Features of this include increased flexibility across the shoulders and upper arm for enhanced freedom of movement. To further aid movement, the jacket is made of super-stretch Neoprene fabric on the lower arms and lower body. For added functionality, the jacket is tight fitting with an adjustable belt to control the width of the top at the hips.

Because rowers travel backwards, seams on the lightweight adidas 2012 rowing kit have been moved to the front to create a more aerodynamic surface at the back. The suit also has wind-resistant serrated fabric on the back and mesh at the front for better ventilation using adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology. 
Sailing

London 2012 marks the first time that adidas will provide sailing-specific apparel. This range will incorporate a series of highly technical kit, all designed to withstand the elements and aid performance according to the needs of this sport. 
A lightweight performance seamless body base layer, knitted with a Primaloft, polypropelene and merino wool fibre combined with polyester arms, gives the best-possible warmth, comfort and breathability. This also has a long body for fitting under wetsuits. 
The lightweight, innovative hybrid top is the first performance mid-layer of its kind and is designed specifically to layer under a wetsuit whilst maintaining maximum warmth and breathability. It also features a Neoprene sleeve and shoulder layer to give the body a complete protective layer against the elements. A brushed-backed polyester body provides warmth and breathability without creating unnecessary layers of Neoprene under the wetsuit, increasing comfort for the athlete whilst also reducing weight.

Both of these products also feature sleeves that are specifically tailored to accommodate sailing-specific movements. 
Table Tennis

adidas’ table tennis apparel for 2012 takes into account the high-speed nature of this sport. The table tennis shirt features adidas’ TECHFITTM PowerWEB technology, which provides a supportive compression-like fit that reduces muscle vibration and increases blood flow as well as amplifying explosive movements – essential for this high-energy sport. 

The table tennis shirt also features an adizero lightweight construction – which is 10% lighter than the existing high-performance range – and lets athletes move with agility and react with speed.

Carefully placed 3D mesh panels on the table tennis shirt using adidas’ ClimaCoolTM technology ensure the athlete remains cool through enhanced ventilation and increased sweat transportation. 
Taekwondo

The use of lightweight and supple materials such as ECO-EVER makes the 2012 taekwondo kit faster, while ClimaCoolTM technology leads to improved comfort at sensitive zones such as at the shoulders. The ‘dobok’ keeps its traditional design, as well as including sustainable elements due to the use of a 100% recyclable polyester material. 
Tennis

The ForMotion cut shirt has been specially designed for tennis to accommodate the specific rotational and lateral movements of the game for the best freedom of movement. Specially placed mesh in the main sweat zone (the top half of the back, between the shoulders) allows for better ventilation and increased sweat transportation. 
Triathlon

Thanks to the unpredictable weather conditions of London, adidas has created two triathlon suits designed to provide athletes with a solution regardless of the weather. These suits aim to aid outstanding performance in the three different sporting disciplines that make up the triathlon, each with three very different physical demands. 

Should there be warm weather conditions, adidas has produced the Tri Suit Warm Water for when water temperatures exceed 22°c and wetsuits are not allowed.  This suit is both aerodynamic and hydrodynamic, ensuring the athlete can glide through the water thanks to its tight fitting design. A quick-drying fabric means that when athletes leave the water they can focus on the next leg of this challenging sport.  

For when water temperatures fall below 22°c and wetsuits are allowed, adidas has produced the Tri Suit Cold Water.  This suit features zoned compression across core muscles and upper legs where the athlete needs maximum support to reduce fatigue.

Triathletes competing in adidas suits will feel faster thanks to the innovative and high-quality fabrics that are suited to each weather condition, which leads to better speed through the water and air, and features targeted compression zones to reduce fatigue.
Volleyball

Athletes competing in the indoor event will be able to move faster on court due to the ultimate lightweight functional Japanese fabric used in the volleyball jersey. 

The volleyball jersey is constructed to embrace the body of the athlete providing greater freedom of movement, while seamless technology leads to less skin irritation. During the quick motions of the sport such as diving for a short played ball and getting ready for the next attack, the seamless apparel feels like a second skin, allowing the athlete to move quicker, jump higher and block harder.   
Both men’s and women’s volleyball suits have been made using some of the highest-quality sustainable fabrics.

Weightlifting

Weightlifters wearing adidas kit will feel stronger as TECHFITTM PowerWEB enhances explosive movements and improves stability and posture. The kit, which was developed alongside Olympic Champion Matthias Steiner, features anti-slip Kevlar fabric that helps catch the bar as it is lifted up on the upper chest during the clean and jerk lift.

The weightlifting suit also features abrasion-resistant reinforced fabric which is thin, elastic and comfortable; providing optimum speed and durability against friction from the weightlifting bars.

Wrestling
Wrestlers will feel the benefit of adidas’ TECHFITTM PowerWEB technology which provides muscle support and increases core stability. The suits also feature a special knit structure which keeps the athlete cool by actively pulling sweat away from the skin and pushing it to the surface for evaporation.
The suits are made of elastic fabrics and anatomically shaped to perfectly complement the contours of the athlete’s body and ensure a perfect fit. 
Ends
About adidas
adidas is a global designer, developer and marketer of athletic footwear, apparel and accessories with the mission to be the leading sports brand in the world.  Brand adidas is part of the adidas Group, a corporation that includes brands such as Reebok, TaylorMade and Rockport.

About the adidas Group
The adidas Group is one of the global leaders within the sporting goods industry, offering a broad range of products around the core brands adidas, Reebok, TaylorMade, Rockport and Reebok-CCM Hockey. Headquartered in Herzogenaurach, Germany, the Group has more than 46,000 employees and generated sales of € 13.3 billion in 2011.

� A total of 12 swimmers were tested over 20 metres, On average, swimmers were 2% faster when wearing the adizeroGLD2O compared to our previous adidas swimsuit.  








