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adidas Player Development Program Players and Coaches start 

Pre-Season Training in Las Vegas
Herzogenaurach, December 8th 2010 – Players of the adidas Player Development Program are arriving in Las Vegas to kick off their 2011 season preparation.  Fernando Verdasco and Sorana Cirstea will be preparing for the first Grand Slam of the season with an intensive session at adidas Player Development Coach Gil Reyes’ training facilities in the Nevada desert.

During the month of December both tour and junior players will pass through the Las Vegas facility getting personalized coaching from not only fitness expert Gil Reyes, but also Sven Groeneveld and Darren Cahill.  The adidas Player Development Program enters its 8th year in 2011 with an inspiring catalogue of player achievements to celebrate, including a French Open Grand Slam title for Ana Ivanovic in 2008.

Player Development Trainer Gil Reyes says, “I really love this time of year when the players arrive hungry to improve.  The enthusiasm around the court is infectious among the players.”

Sven Groeneveld goes on to explain, "Although Players have just come through a very grueling season we are all looking forward to spending time together in the gym and on the court to continue their development and prepare them for a new season. This dedication then shines through when they reach the Melbourne courts in January."
“We are really excited to get all three coaches together at this time of the year.  This gives us a fantastic opportunity to study the players and give them the best possible game advice and training programs,” says Darren Cahill.

The adidas Player Development Program was launched in 2003 as the “adidas International Pro Team,” in cooperation with Rafael Font de Mora.  Mr. Font de Mora provided consultancy services and opened up ITUSA academy in Scottsdale, Arizona to participating athletes.  There, players benefitted from court time, gym access, high tech instructional methods and other amenities essential to professional players.  6-time Grand Slam winner and adidas legend Stefan Edberg, as well as coaches Tony Pickard and Carl Hogeskog, also worked in unison with adidas, Rafael Font de Mora and ITUSA in the early years of the Program. 

Seven years later, this virtual tennis academy, now known as the adidas Player Development Program, has moved its main locations to Las Vegas and Amsterdam, and now also travels on key occasions with the players on tour. adidas would like to acknowledge all those responsible for their respective contributions to the evolution of the Program, both in its current form and at the Program's inception.  adidas thanks you for a job well-done.
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