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information


AC Milan host the All Blacks rugby team 
in a one of a kind match-up
Two legendary adidas teams meet for the first time and use their unique kicking skills to create a piece of art for charity
Milanello/Herzogenaurach, December 4th, 2008 - Today in Milanello, adidas proudly brings together two of the most decorated sporting teams in the world, seven time European Cup winners AC Milan and the nine time Tri Nations champions the All Blacks.

The two teams will gather on the same pitch to test each other’s skills during an event where the All Blacks, including Captain Richie McCaw and fly half Dan Carter, will try to master the round ball while Kaká and Alessandro Nesta endeavour to control its oval counterpart.  It is not just about rugby or football – the event is a celebration of sport, passion and skill showcased by some of the world’s most notable athletes.  Sporting moments are often referred to  as art in motion but the combined talents of champions such as AC Milan and the All Blacks could well be called a masterpiece.
 
Every free kick, conversion, line out or penalty performed by players will contribute to creating a painting, as paint-filled balloons explode with the force of the balls on to a canvas.  The artwork will be autographed by all the participating players and donated to the Milan Charity Foundation for an on-line auction. 
Funds raised from the sale of this artwork will go towards the Milan Charity Foundation project which supports children affected by vascular diseases attending the Buzzi Hospital in Milan. 
In commemoration of today’s unique meeting a celebratory jersey has been created combining the red of AC Milan and the black of the New Zealand Rugby Union.  These jerseys are available at adidas retail stores throughout Italy.
****
Background adidas-AC Milan
adidas and AC Milan have been partners since 1998.  
During the past 10 years AC Milan have won 10 trophies: 2 Italian championships, 1 Italian Cup, 1 Italian Supercup, 2 Champions League, 2 UEFA Supercups and 1 FIFA Club World Cup. 

With 18 international trophies, AC Milan is the most decorated football club in the world, with Boca Juniors.

Last January the partnership between adidas and AC Milan was renewed 
until 2017.

      Background adidas-All Blacks
adidas started its partnership with the All Blacks in 1999 and  on November 28th, 2008 announced an 11-year extension running until 2019.

The All Blacks, together with Australia and South Africa are part of the Tri Nations  annual tournament. The New Zealand team have won this tournament 9 times in its 13-year existence.
In 1987 the All Blacks won the first edition of Rugby World Cup.
The All Blacks, have won 330 of their 443 matches played a win percentage of 74.4 %, making them most successful international rugby union team in the history.
For more information please see www.press.adidas.com or contact:
Linda Murphy,
Global PR Manager,
adidas AG,
Adi-Dassler-Strasse 1,
91074 Herzogenaurach,

Germany.
Tel: +491608842651
E-mail: Linda.Murphy@adidas.com
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